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Lesson Calendar 


Gotden Text for the Quarter: Jehovah is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness.—Psa. 103 : 8 
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2. October ro. Eli ah Taken Upinto Heaven . 2 Kings 2: 1-124 
- October 17.— Blisha Heals Naaman the Syrian .2 Kings 5 
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. October 31.—The Boy Joash Crowned King rg “Kings It : 1-20 
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Naaman 
By Ruth Graham Robinson 


ASH and be clean! Proud soul, doth this offend 
Thy haughtiness? But half-convinced of sin, 
The door of mercy will not let thee in, 
Until in meek humility thou bend. 
Say, foolish soul, what did thy prayer intend, 
Thy cry, ‘* Oh, how shall I salvation win?” 
Zeal would consume thee, had the answer been 
Of toils and tasks herculean, without end. 
But to repent, believe, and be forgiven ,— 
A thing a child, a simpleton, might do! 
Twas no such work as this thou hadst in view, 
But by thy powers, full-strained, to merit heaven. 
Behold, thy powers are nothing in God’s eyes ; 
Thy ransom is the blood thou wouldst despise. 








Changing Dictionaries 
One of the words that does not appear in the 


devil's dictionary is ‘*home.’’ Satan always tries to 
make his imitations as nearly like the original as 
possible, and his substitute for ‘‘home’’ is a word 
whose first two and last letters are the same as those 
in the real ‘*home.’’ ‘It was a drunkard’s house 
transformed into a Christian ome,’’ said a cultured 
Christian woman as she enthusiastically told of her 
visit to the family of a man who had been converted 


in a Billy Sunday revival. A missionary from Egypt’ 


recently said that the natives who gather about the 
foreigner to question him eagerly as to America are 
not deeply interested in the crops or the history or 
the buildings of the great Republic across the sea : 
they want to know about its Zomes. For the home is 
an institution strange and unaccountable to heathen- 
ism. ‘*Home'' cannot be put into the devil's diction- 
ary. But the glorious facts of love and home can be 


put into lives released from Satan’s control by Him 
who sets the bondslaves free. And then, with all the 
other new things, He gives the liberated lives a new 
dictionary to fit the new facts. 
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Lost Territory 

Temptation is at its worst in the victorious life. 
When we have passed out of the unsatisfying and in- 
termittent experience of victories into the satisfying 
and sustained experience of victory, we are certain to 
begin to suffer from temptations that we never before 
knew even existed. As some one has said of such a 
testing time, ‘‘I suppose it was the Evil One trying 
to recover lost territory.’’ For wien Christ sets us 
free from the power of sin he encroaches terribly upon 
territory that Satan had been counting hisown, And 
Satan makes devilishly subtle counter attacks when he 
has lost any of his ill-gotten gains. But Christ, who 
alone won this new territory for us, can keep it for- 
ever lost to Satan. It will go back to Satan the 
moment we try to have a share in holding it; it will 


be securely beyond Satan’s reach so long as we let ° 


Christ alone continue the conquest he has begun. 


— 
Leper Treatment 


It is foolish to attach importance to unimportant 
things. We think a great deal about great wealth, 
high social position, distinguished ancestors, present 
prominence in the world, and so on, while all those 
things may be as unimportant in God's sight as the 
color of our hair. One of the world’s great military 
commanders learned a new lesson at this point. He 
happened to be ill, and he went to a physician for 
treatment. With penetrating insight Dr. Griffith 
Thomas says of him that he ‘‘ expected to be treated 
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as a great man who happened to be a leper. Elisha 
treated him as a leper who happened to be a great 
man."’ The leprosy, not the military rank, was the 
all-important thing just then in Naaman. And we 
all ‘*happen"’ to be lepers so far as our own spiritual 
condition apart from Christ is concerned. So our 
Great Physician must treat us all alike—as lepers, 
whether we rank high or low by the usual standards, 
Because Naaman got leper treatment, not commander- 
in-chief treatment, he was saved. Only those who 
are willing to recognize their need of leper treatment 
and take it humbly and gratefully as the free gift of 
God through Jesus Christ can be saved. 


x 
At the Front 


Front line fighting is not done by raw recruits. 
Training comes first. But in these days of great need, 
whether in the battle-lines of Europe or in the battle- 
lines of our Lord, effective training can often be had 
very quickly. A young minister only two years out of 
the seminary has found that he can use The Sunday 
School Times to give the teachers in his Sunday-school 
such vision and equipment that they are moved for- 
ward into the front rank. His county Sunday-school 
Convention in New York State has recognized the 
success of his school, and now he has been made 
President of the Orange County Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation, Indifferent teachers, whether raw recruits 
or not, have become enthusiasts ; and The Sunday 
School Times is grateful and heartened when this 
front rank leader writes that the Times has been ‘‘ the 
chief contributing cause of our success."" A remark- 
able letter from the young minister appears on page 
573 in this issue. Other workers will want to read it, 
because it points the way to what may be a genuine 
revolution in the methods and achievements of your 
Sunday-school and church, 
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How Comstock Lived and Fought 


“ p Wgtty ok COMSTOCK, fighter,’’ is dead. But 
his fight is not over, For it was God's fight, 
not his. It is going on until there has been 

established a city into which ‘‘ there shall in no wise 

enter... anything unclean, or he that maketh an 
abomination and a lie: but only they that are written 
in the Lamb's book of life.’’ 

When Comstock’s life story was given to the gen- 
eral public two years ago, it was interesting to study 
the reviews of the book which appeared in journals 
secular and religious throughout the country. Many 
recognized the marvelous character of the man’s life 
work; some followed time-honored precedent and 
criticized and ridiculed this Christian fighter. One 
newspaper reviewer paid a real tribute to the substan- 
tial character of the work that Comstock had. done, 
but said that it was a glaring pity that his biographer 
had not dealt with the man and his work in a com- 
monsense way, instead of mixing the whole thing up 
with the religious views of Mr. Comstock, —as though 
religion had had anything to do with the real results 
that this practical man had accomplished! The 
biography, the critic felt, would have had much 
greater value if religion had been left out and the 
‘*real’’ and tangible facts alone had been set before 
the reader in an unprejudiced and normal way. 

This critic of Comstock’s old-fashioned views did 
not realize that ‘‘if religion had been left out’’ there 
would have been no biography to write, no work to 
record. For the story of Mr. Comstock’s life is super- 
natural from beginning to end. He was a practical 
man because he was a religious man,—a Christian, 
The evils and the evil persons that he fought were 
terrifically real and practical. He knew increasingly 


as the fight went on that unless God's supernatural 


power conducted the fight he would be overwhelmed 
by the human and devilish forces against him. When 
he faced such realities as unscrupulous men whose 
business and wealth depended upon his defeat, graft- 
ing political lobbyists who could swing legislation 
against decency, brilliant newspaper writers who could 
bring upon him a storm of public denunciation, reli- 
gious liberals of nation-wide influence who sought to 
discredit him and repeal laws for which he was re- 
sponsible, together with such other concrete realities 
as sand bags, infernal machines, smallpox scabs, re- 
volvers, and murderous knives (one of which suc- 
ceeded in ripping open Comstock’s face and slashing 
through four arteries),—he needed some really prac- 
tical protection and power on his side. And he had it 
in God, Is it fanatical and foolish to recognize this, 
or does the folly lie in denying it ? 

In looking back over such an utterly exceptional 
life as Anthony Comstock’s, it is interesting to dis- 
cover half a dozen points that give us the secret of 
how he lived and worked and fought. 

His life began with a Christian mother who made 
God and prayer and the Bible the great realities for 
her boy. Through her, moral heroism was instilled 
into his heart, his breath, his blood, from his birth. 
He learned to depend upon God and God's promises. 
Years later he said with characteristic conviction : «I 
can not but feel that the teachings of my mother are 
vastly superior to anything that my opponents can 
offer or recommend." 

In his early twenties as a young business man in 
New York City he found that other young business 
men’s lives were being ruined through the vile pic- 
tures and literature that they had easy access to. One 
of his personal friends had been corrupted and dis- 
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eased. The young clerk Comstock determined to 
stop one dealer in this vile traffic ; and he did. This 
—unconsciously to himself—was the beginning of the 
vision that grew increasingly clear to him of whit his 
life work must be, 

Comstock has always been a man of extraordinary 
ability. He made notable successes in various ways; 
there is little question that he could have been a con- 
spicuous figure in the American business world. And 
that was what he had set his heart upon. But with 
his increasing vision of the need of stopping the ob- 
scene traffic that was ruining lives, he made an un- 
conditional surrender of his life to the will of God ; 
he gave up his personal ambitions and took God's 
will for himself, no matter what might be the cost. 
This meant abandoning the business world, with the 
wealth and power in which young Comstock had already 
begun to prove himself; it meant throwing himself 
body, soul, and spirit against the powers of evil in the 
closest and most repugnant contact with evil. As a 
newspaper editorial has said in commenting on Mr. 
Comstock’s death, ‘‘ Few men like to fish in a sewer 
all day long, or to make such a fetid pursuit a matter 
of alife routine.’ But God called; and the revolting 
character of the life mission therefore weighed not at 
all on the other side. 

Having accepted God's call, he stayed by it to the 
end. Few men of our generation have revealed more 
astounding thoroughness and persistent perseverance 
both in the life work as a whole and in each duty or 
adventure as it arose. 

He once found that a certain man who had been 
convicted of vile traffic in New York, and had served 
a year's imprisonment, had later reopened his busi- 
ness in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Comstock went 
after him and closed up the Bridgeport place; but the 
man himself had returned to New York, eluded the 
marshal who tried to arrest him, and escaped to Mon- 
treal. He was traced to Detroit, then to Chicago ; 
Comstock went in person to Chicago, saw that a 
deputy marshal was assigned to make the arrest, but 
again was disappointed through the deputy allowing 
his man to go. Some time after there was evidence 
that the man was doing business in St. Louis. Going 
in person to St. Louis, Comstock found that his man 
had gone to Memphis, Tennessee. Arriving there he 
found that his man had. again. moved on, and this 
time, there was reason to believe, to New Orleans. 
Should fourteen hundred miles more be added to the 
already long .and baffling journey? Earnest prayer 
seemed to give the answer ‘‘ yes.’’ And at New Orleans 
Comstock celebrated Mardi Gras Day by arresting his 
man, 

The story of how the criminal, even after arrest, was 
brought back north to jail and trial, where he was 
convicted in the federal courts and sentenced to the 
full extent of the law, is another recital of the sorely 
taxed and constant resourcefulness of the then young 
New Englander who believed he ought to see things 
through to a successful finish. 

That is the way he lived and worked up to the end 
of his life. A newspaper dispatch reported that on 
the morning of the day he died, while ill with 
pneumonia, he summoned a stenographer from the 
offices of his Society to his home and dictated memo- 
randa on the continuation of his business. God can 
use a man who fights his fight through to the end. 

Because of his unquestioning and complete accep- 
tance of the will of God for his life and work, he 
showed a courage and fearlessness that made his life 
one long marvel to others. Weapons, threats, physi- 
cal attacks of fiendish ingenuity and effectiveness, 
could not intimidate him, He quietly accepted God's 
promise as a personal word to himself, ‘‘ No weapon 
that is formed against thee shall prosper,’’ and went 
about his business letting God prove this to the con- 
fusion of his enemies. Neither could men appeal to 
covetousness in him, as they sought todo. When 
he was running the famous Louisiana Lottery out of 
New York City, where it had done the flourishing busi- 
ness of taking in over $5,000 a day, he was offered 
$25,000 a year if he would simply cease to interfere 
with the company’s work. When he declined, 
they tried still more enticing bribes, the only result 
being that, as Joseph Cook later wrote, mortal wounds 
were inflicted ‘‘upon the Louisiana Lottery, and now 
that Devil Fish of the Gulf is in the agonies of disso- 
lution.”’ 

Along with the rugged, strenuous, and often neces- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


© Thou who hast appointed these intricately organ- 
ized bodies of ours to serve as thy shrine, and to nurse 
our spirits to full growth in thy likeness, constrain us to 
put and hold them at thy disposal and to employ them 
to the full as thy vehicles. Teach us to use the flesh as 
an opportunity and not an encumbrance. Set our nerves 
tingling and vibrating with thy life. Give us to feel thee 
in our commonest sensations. Let our brains swarm with 
thy thoughts, our hearts teem with divine emotions, our 
will convey thy power, until our mortal frame shall burst 
forth at every pore with disclosures of thee. 











sarily harsh aspects of a life used of God in an awful 
fight with sin, Mr. Comstock showed the gentler side 
that is always a secret of greatness. He loved chil- 
dren, as more than one child gratefully remembers 
to-day. He would stop in what he was doing to 
make friends with a child ; and yet in all that he was 
doing he was proving himself such a friend of the 
children of America as few men have been,—for one 
of the unspeakable vilenesses of the traffic that he 
fought was its persistent effort to bring its wares be- 
fore the children of the schools of our land. 

And Mr. Comstock was a real friend of the crimi- 
nal. He always insisted that the very men he was 
prosecuting should get the benefit- of all their legal 
rights ; and at one time one of hissworn enemies was 
freed from an unjust charge because Comstock, his 
former prosecutor, labored tirelessly in his behalf. 

The present Editor of The Sunday School Times 
loves to remember why he was privileged to enjoy 
Mr. Comstock’s personal friendship. Back. in the 
dark days of the Civil War, Chaplain Henry Clay 
Trumbull, whose Connecticut regiment at one time 
was about to leave St. Augustine, Florida, asked a 
twenty-vear-old Connecticut lad in another regiment 
to keep up the meetings that the chaplain now had 
to leave. The boy, with a sinking heart, took the 
keys of the church from the older man; but because 
he was accustomed to obeying orders he went on with 
the meetings. ‘That was the beginning of Anthony 
Comstock’s and Chaplain Trumbull’s intimacy, 
which deepened into friendship, and which later 
became such a blessing to the son of Chaplain Trim- 
bull, ‘j 

We are to-day living in a land that is comparatively 
free from open traffic in things that a generation ago 
were making their infamous appeal to the eye and 
mind of school children, and of young men in busi- 
ness, and of older people; and this is so because 
Anthony Comstock lived out his life in self-surren- 
dered and successful conflict with that evil. May God 
raise up others who shall fight as faithfully as he did. 























While the Baby Is Sick 


A young lady, member of a Protestant church and a 
Sunday-school teacher, married a young Roman Catholic. 
and for his sake joined the Catholic church and attends 
with him the services. A baby came into the home, and 
was sick lately. ‘Iroubled about it, the young mother 
asks if it is a sin for her to go to the Catholic church ser- 
vices and go through all the formalities while in her heart 
she despises the religion. ‘he sickness of the baby makes 
her feel uneasy, and she thinks that God may punish her. 
What shall she do ?—A NEW YORK READER. 

Her course is a very simple one. There is only one 
thing to do: she must discover exactly what God wants 
her to do; then she will besafe. But to make sure of 
letting God settle the whole matter, she must first do 
one or two other things. 

To begin with she must settle the question whether 
she has accepted Jesus: Christ as her personal Saviour. 
If she has not done that (and mere church member- 
ship does not necessarily mean that one has done it), 
she can and ought to doit now, by telling the Lord 
Jesus in prayer that she recognizes that she is a lost 
sinner, that he is the only Saviour and an all sufficient 
Saviour, and that she now asks him to be her own 
Saviour, and commits herself to him; and then that 
she accepts him as her Saviour. She may then kxow 


“No novelist ever told a story that is more stirring than the plain facts of this book,” said the Reformed Church Mes- 
. senger of the biography of Anthony Comstock, written by Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. “‘ Every page is thrillingly interesting,” said the Record of Christian Work; “the boys and girls of our land 


should read this story of the man who has lived for them.” 
There are few books that can offer just such a tale of heroic adventure lived out in our land and day. 


school library? T 


Have you the book in your home and in your: Sunday- 


This only authorized biography (illustrated) of the man who has just died, entitled “ Anthony Comstock, Fighter,” 


aay be had from 


Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $1.25 net. 
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that Christ is her Saviour,—not by any feeling that she 
has in the matter, but because God has pledged his 
word to her in John 3 : 16: ‘*For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.’’ 

Her next step, having surrendered her sins to Christ, 
is to surrender her life and will to Christ. Many who 
have sincerely taken Christ as their Saviour have not 
made the unconditional surrender of their lives to his 
present mastery. And they cannot know God's will 
for them at every point in their life until they have 
done this. So let her say to God in prayer something 
like this: ** Heavenly Father, I am ready to have thy 
will now decide everything in my life as long as I live, 
I want Jesus to be not only my Saviour, as he is, but 
my Lord. I give myself to him in unconditional 
surrender.”’ 

Then let her quietly ask God to show her exactly 
what he wants her to do in the matter of her church 
membership and attendance. If she finds that the 
Roman Catholic Church is untrue to the Bible in that 
it virtually worships human beings, such as Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and other saints, while the Bible 
plainly forbids our worshiping any but God (Acts 10: 
25, 26; Rev. 19 : 10; 22:8, 9); that it intrudes 
other things than Jesus alone between the sinner and 
salvation,—such things as certain forms and ordi- 
nances of that church; that it keeps much of the 
Bible as the Word of God away from the ordinary 
members of the church, while God tells us that the 
Scriptures are able to make us wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 3 : 15- 
17), and that ‘*every Scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction which is in righteousness : that the man of 
God may be complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work’’ ; and that loyal membership in that church 
requires still other duties that this mother cannot recon- 
cile to the will of God for her as plainly revealed through 
his Word,—then she will be in no doubt as to what 
God wants her todo. And as she goes on moment by 
moment in His strength doing His will, she will find 
such a joy in her Lord Jesus Christ as she never before 
dreamed was possible. She will come to praise him 
for the baby's sickness that caused her to search out 
his will'and do it, 

x= 


Who Hung by the Hair 
Between Heaven and Earth? 

In the issue of September 11, I notice among the ques- 
tions asked on page 530 [Can You Answer ‘Fhese Questions, 
by Samuel Scoville, Jr.] is one marked 315: ‘‘Who-hung 
between heaven and earth by the hair of his head?" 
Would it not be well to start a change in that idea by re- 
ferring to the Scripture. We find there that Absalom hung 
by his head.—A WISCONSIN READER. 

That is exactly what one of the editors of The Sun- 
day School Times thought when he read Mr. Scoville’s 
question. And he decided that The Sunday School 
Times should not help to encourage the mistaken idea 
of how Absalom was caught between heaven and earth. 
But Mr. Scoville is a Philadelphia lawyer, and it is his 
business not to be caught napping. He has an op- 
portunity of smiling at the associate editor and at the 
readers who answered ‘‘Absalom’’ to that question. 

It was a better man than Absalom who hung between 
heaven and earth by the hair of his head. The an- 
swer, as given in Mr, Scoville’s department on page 
543 of the issue of September 18, is found in Ezekiel 
8 : 3. It was.the prophet Ezekiel himself who was 
taken by a lock of his head and lifted by the Spirit 
between earth and heaven. 
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Would You Like the Times’ Victory 
Hymn in Your Hymn Book? 


OU saw the hymn **Thou Art My Victory"’ in 
last week's issue of The Sunday School Times? 
The words and music were written by Philip E. 
Howard and C. G. Trumbull in gratitude for the new 
life of Victory into which our Lord has been leading 
Times readers as well as those engaged in the work 
of this journal. It is hoped that He will make this 
simple hymn an expression of the Victory of many ; 
and for the convenience of those who may wish to use 
it in church or Sunday-school or other services it has 
now been reprinted on a single sheet of a size to fit 
the ordinary hymn book, into which it can be slipped 
or pasted. The words are placed within the music 
braces, giving greater convenience in use. In this 
form the Victory Hymn may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Co., postpaid, at $1 a hundred copies, 
20 éerits a dozen, or 2 cents for a single copy. 
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| When Omaha's Cowboy Mayor Heard Billy Sunday 
And _ how the evangelist_gripped the hearts of baseball fans and “ Veterans” By George G. Wallace 








HERE’S Jim!"’ was the startled exclamation of a 
newspaper reporter of long experience on the 
second night of the Billy Sunday campaign in 

Omaha. Who's Jim? There is only one ‘ Jim’’ 
in Omaha, more often distinguished as ‘* Mayor 
Jim.’" James C. Dahlman is famous over the coun- 
try as Omaha's ‘‘Cowboy Mayor,’’ holding office for 
his fourth term and tenth year. Now let it be known 
with deepest regret that Mayor Jim isnot in the habit 
of attending religious meetings. Let it be confessed 
that the church people of Omaha do not feel very 
kindly toward their chief executive, and it is doubtful 
if they have often asked him to their church services. 
He has been elected every term upon a platform 
which declares for a ‘* wide-open town,’’ and through 
promises that the ‘‘ lid would be off.’’ Fortunately 
for civic morals, the state laws prevented the carrying 
out of these promises fully, and it is encouraging to 
state that after ten years of mayoralty Mr. Dahlman 
finds himself more hampered in his liberal policies, 
and the ‘‘lid’’ tightens more than ever before. 

But all the town has been exercised to see whether 
the mayor would show official courtesy and attend the 
Sunday meetings. Would his six associates go with 
him? Omaha has the Commission form of govern- 
ment, seven members, only two of whom are members 
of any church,—one a Catholic and one an Episco- 
palian. The Christian folk, too, have been praying 
for ‘‘ Mayor Jim,'’ that he might be brought under 
the influence of these great meetings. It is doubtful 
if more prayers have gone up for any other one man. 

Well, here he was, in a seatof honor. Mr. Sunday 
had been introduced; they had slapped each other 
on the back; they had greeted each other as do good 
fellows among men. The meeting began, and in five 
minutes Mayor Dahlman was under the spell of the 
torrential eloquence of the remarkable man at the 
desk as much as any one of his ten thousand fellow- 
citizens out there in the great audience. He laughed 
and cheered, his face twitched and his eyes filled; 
big-hearted and generous, his own worst enemy, he 
saw a man of like passions with himself who had 
yielded all, and who was pleading for allegiance to 
the perfect man, Christ Jesus. More fervently than 
ever are the petitions going up in Omaha for Mayor 
Jim. May not the prayers from all the country that 
are focussed on Omaha these days specifically men- 
tion Mayor Dahlman? 


Billy's Pioneer Days in Iowa 

Mr. Sunday takes Monday for his ‘‘rest day.’’) The 
term isa misnomer, as you will quickly see from this 
brief sketch of the way he spent his first Monday in 
the Omaha campaign. 

Corning, Iowa, in preparing for a series of evangel- 
istic meetings, had built a tabernacle. What better 
than that Mr. Sunday should dedicate it? Did not 
Iowa claim him as her own? Was he not a product 
of her pioneer days? He gladly answered the call, 
and thousands from all the countryside gathered to 
hear him tell them the story of his early days, and 
urge them to consistent Christian living, Many re- 
sponded to the invitation to accept Christ. 

How this little journey to Corning, the broad acres 
of rustling corn, the sturdy, prosperous farmers who 
gathered to greet and cheer him, and hang upon his 
words, must have appealed to Mr. Sunday, and awak- 
ened the memories of boyhood days! Born Novem- 
ber 19, 1862, in Story County, Iowa, near Ames, 
little Billy was named for his soldier father. He 
never saw his father, who died in the service of his 
country a few weeks later. Then began days of pov- 
erty and toil. The brave mother kept her little flock 
together in the two-room log cabin until Billy was 
twelve years old, when it was thought best to send 
him with the next older brother to the Soldiers’ Or- 
phanage at Glenwood, Iowa. 

In laughter and tears Mr. Sunday told his great 
audience about this trip when he left home and 
mother for two years among strangers. It had been 
brought fresh to mind, for that very morning, on his 
way to Corning, he had passed through Council Bluffs 
and Glenwood, scenes of the experiences of forty 
years before. In Council Bluffs the little boys had to 
wait most of a day, and were cold and hungry be- 
yond further endurance. So they went across the 


** He’s a corker, all right,’’ was the characteristic 
way that Omaha’s popular mayor summed up his 
impression of Billy Sunday after his first visit to the 
tabernacle. Many Christian people of Omaha were 
surprised that their mayor went to the meetings. 
Mr. Wallace tells why. And they were more sur- 
prised when they read that he had purchased 
twenty-five Billy Sunday hymn-books and was or- 
ganizing a ‘‘ choir ’’ in the Dahlman Democracy Club. 








street to a little hotel, and asked the woman for some- 
thing to eat. Learning their destination, she gladly 
fed and sheltered them until they could get a freight 
train for the twenty-mile ride to the end of their jour- 
ney. On the train, without ticket or money, the con- 
ductor, learning their plight, carried them to their 
station without charge and with fatherly care, for 
they were ‘‘a soldier's boys.”’ 

Passing through Glenwood this Monday morning 
on his way to Corning Mr. Sunday was moved by the 
scenes of his orphanage days. A reporter vividly 
sketches the incident : 

‘The train stopped at a station. Suddenly Sun- 
day grew excited, and pointed out the window : 

‘¢*Look there, Ma,’ he exclaimed, ‘that’s my old 
home. That's where I lived when I was a little boy. 
Oh, I know it ; I know every foot of the farm. That 
steep hill over there,—we used to roll down that in 
the spring, and we used to slide down it in the win- 
ter. And back over that way, behind that building, 
there was the pond where we used to swim in the 
summer and skate in the winter. Oh, I know it’s the 
Orphans’ Home. It’s been added to, and rebuilt, 
but it's the same home. Two of the happiest years 
of my life I spent right there. And you see that hol- 
low down over there? Well, that’s where I had the 
biggest fight of my life. But I guess I won't say 
anything about that. I'll let that rest.’’’ 

Mrs. Sunday did not let it rest, however. That 
fight was evidently one of the oft-told tales and cher- 
ished traditions of the Sunday family. So she related 


‘to the little group a story of boyhood chivalry, and 


how ‘* Billy’’ licked the bully of the Home, who had 
imposed upon the little boys beyond endurance. 

Another incident was the discovery of an old 
friend in the engineer of the locomotive that drew 
the train to Corning. Together they recited some 
great tales of boyhood days. One of the interesting 
features of Mr. Sunday’s Omaha campaign is that it 
brings him not only into the land of his boyhood, but 
of his early evangelistic efforts. He ‘‘ held meetings’’ 
in a dozen Nebraska towns nearly a score of years 
ago. In one of the recent Omaha meetings there 
were present five ministers who had been converted 
in some one of these early Sunday campaigns. 


A Close Decision at Second Base ; 

The afternoon of this ‘‘rest day’’ had been prom- 
ised to the baseball ‘‘fans’’ of Omaha. The West- 
ern League teams of Omaha and St. Joseph were 
playing a ‘‘double header,’’ and Mr, Sunday had 
consented to pitch the first ball of the second game. 
The train was delayed, and this second game was 
half through before the Sunday party entered the box 
in the grand-stand reserved for them. A hearty re- 
ception met the party, and the evangelist shook hands 
all around with the players. It was not long until he 
was all excitement over the game. Leaping over the 
rail he was down in the field, cheering and coaching. 
A close play sent a base runner flying from first to 
second base, Billy following closely at his heels. Be- 
fore the umpire could give his decision Mr. Sunday 
called ‘‘safe,’” and umpire and players and crowd 
accepted his decision with cheers. - Vim and ‘‘ pep’’ 
went into the game, and the thousands of spectators 
were won to closest friendship with the evangelist. Is 
it strange that nearly a thousand amateur baseball 
players have petitioned for a special section in the 
tabernacle some night soon ? 

‘«What has Billy Sunday done for me in this first 
week of the Omaha Campaign? Well, he has taught 
me how to pray. . Sunday's pravers appeal to me. 
He just talks straight to God. He does not pray all 
over a ten-acre field and use a lot of fancy words ; he 


just uses everyday language. I've begun praying that 
way too, and some way,—!I can’t tell you how,—I'm 
getting lots better acquainted with God."’ 

This was a testimony offered at a noonday prayer- 
meeting when the men were asked to tell what had 
most deeply impressed them. It will be echoed in 
thousands of hearts in Omaha. It was exemplified 
in the opening prayer of the morning services on the 
second Sunday when,a leading clergyman of the city 
forgot his ecclesiastical phrases and his conventional 
prayer terms and heartily and happily prayed ; ‘‘We 
thank thee, Lord, that we have been having such 
splendid times with thee this past week.’’ 

One of the interesting features of the first week was 
Mr. Sunday's address to the National Convention of 
Letter Carriers, meeting in Omaha. There were two 
thousand or more delegates, from all parts of the 
country, and they gave the evangelist and his wife an 
ovation. Later a large number of them attended an 
evening meeting, this being the first experience in the 
present campaign in reserving seats for special dele- 
gations. On another evening the high-school stu- 
dents, twenty-five hundred strong, occupied the middle 
section of seats, and then stowed the overflow in the 
sawdust along the aisles, They yelled their yells, and 
sang their songs, and waved their colors, greatly to 
the delight of the evangelist, and then became as 
quiet as a country wood, hanging on his words, cheer- 
ing his quips and humorous turns with all the keen- 
ness of perception and appreciation of the rapidly 
changing situations in the address that their elders 
could show. Later the electrical employees came in 
a body, while Grand Army veterans, business women 
and others are keeping the ‘‘ special sections’’ busy. 


What the Grand Army Veterans Thought 

In none of the meetings has there been a more 
appreciative audience than the veterans were, nor a 
more loyalty-inspiring service. A beautiful incident 
introduced the meeting when an old comrade, in be- 
half of his G. A. R. brethren, presented Mr. and Mrs. 
Sunday with a silk flag in a fitly- worded speech which 
began with these words: ‘If there is any man with 
more fight in him to the square inch than William A. 
Sunday, we old fellows will have to be shown.’’ Then 
the audience broke loose. Closing with a wish that 
the evangelist might win in his great fight in Omaha, 
and have at least a thousand stars in his crown for 
every star in the flag, the great crowd voluntarily rose 
and with emotion sang the ‘Star Spangled Banner."' 

Mr. Sunday's fellow-workers have come into the 
Omaha campaign and this year’s work more heavily 
weighted with the responsibilities of their particular 
departments than ever before. Asked for the thing 
that most deeply impressed her, Miss Grace Saxe 
replied, ‘‘Oh, the need that people study carefully, 
thoroughly, systematically the Word of God. Nothing 
else seems to me so important."’ 

Miss Miller of the business women’s department 
arswered; ‘*They say to me, ‘I should think you 
would be overwhelmed by the powers of evil with 
which you are in constant conflict in this work for 
girls.’ So I would were it not that year by year comes 
a greater demonstration of Christ's power to save all 
who seek him from these evil influences."’ 

Finally, John Wallace Welsh, the beloved, hard- 
working advance man, answered, ‘‘ All over America, 
quite unconsciously, there is organizing a company of 
Christian people who have had the unique experience 
of marching together under the standard of William A. 
Sunday. During the six to eleven weeks of his stay 
in a given community these men and women have 
toiled and prayed and have experienced the sensation 
of victory over the forces of evil. As Mr. Sunday 
and his party enter upon the initial campaign in the 
city of Omaha, their dependence is upon the God of 
hosts and the hosts of God in the churches and Sun- 
day-schools of these cities where they have labored, 
and their request is, ‘Brethren, pray for us.’"’ 

It is understood that at the end of the twelfth day 
decisions will be called for. Already many have 
sought such opportunity. The Christian people are 
waiting eagerly and prayerfully the beginning of the 
‘* trail-hitting.’’ May the prayers of ‘trail-hitters"' 
everywhere be with Omaha at this crucial time. 

Omaua, NEB. 
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What the Little Belgian Soldier Told Us 


And what he took back to the trenches 





> 





By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 4 





E WERE on our way home trom supper, about 
seven in the evening, when, on the Strand, we 
met him, a little Belgian soldier, looking to be 

hot much more than a boy, although he told us after- 
ward he was twenty-one. My husband recognizing 
him as Belgian, by his dark blue uniform and cap 
edged with red, as we passed handed him a little 
French Gospel, saying his entire stock of French as 
he did so, ‘‘ Acceptez ¢a, 8 il vous plait.’’ The little 
soldier saluted, reachéd out his hand for the little 
book, saying, ‘* Merci, Monsiteur,’’ as he took it, then 


in very good English, ‘* Please, where could I buy some. 


post-cards ?”’ 

We told him that we knew of a very good place 
farther up the Strand, so together we walked to the 
little shop, and presented him with a full set of Lon- 
don post-cards, to his great delight and appreciation. 
Then, looking at his little French Gospel, he said, 
**Monsieur doesn’t chance to have a few more I 
might take to my comrades in the trenches as | return 
to-night?’’ We had many more at the hotel, pro- 
vided by good American friends, so we said to him, 
*¢ Return to the hotel with us, and we will give you as 
many as you can Carry,”’ 

It was only a short walk, and after a bundle of 
Gospels was prepared for his carrying, we sat down 
and talked together, the three of us. 

He showed us his Jeave of absence from the front, 
which was just expiring, and he was leaving again for 
the trenches that night. His train was to leave the 
Charing Cross Station at 9.45. Until it was time to 
take him to the station we sat there, and he told us 
about the war and his own experiences in it. I wish 
I could give it to you in commingled French and 
English as he told it. ; 

He had enlisted just before the outbreak of the war, 
had been in the fiercest fighting, and had heen wounded 
several times. He pushed up his sleeve and showed 
us a great red scar that a hand grenade thrown into 
his trench had given him. On either side of his neck 
was a scar, where a bullet had gone clean through, 
escaping the jugular vein. That and a bad head 
wound had kept him in the hospital at Southampton 
for three months, 

He told us about life in the trenches. There are 
four lines of trenches, and a man must spend two 
days and two nights in each line, then has two days 
back of the lines for rest. 

‘*Do you sleep at all while in the trenches ?’’ we 
asked him. 

‘* Not in the first two lines,’’ he replied. ‘In the 
last two lines, yes, it is possible to sleep.’’ That 
means for each soldier four nights out of every ten 
without sleep. He told us of the outpost duty, which 
takes them very close to the enemy's lines, and where 
in the flooded districts they stood in water sometin:es 
almost to their shoulders. ‘* We don’t mind it 
in the day,’’ he said, ‘‘ only at night it is cold.”’ 

We asked him about his family. He did 
not know where they were; he had a father 
and a mother and a little brother of seven 
years, but had heard nothing from them since 
the outbreak of the war. He did not know 
whether they were dead, or refugees, or still 
living in Brussels, where had been his home. 

When we spoke to him about his king he 
was all enthusiasm. ‘‘He comes in the first 
line of trenches,’’ he said. ‘‘I see him often, 
he is superb.”’ 

‘*What if the Germans get him some 
day?’’ I asked; ‘*he has already been 
wounded, you know.’’ 

His faith was splendid, ‘‘ They will never 
kill him; he cannot be killed.’’ He spoke 
with perfect assurance, with a sublime confi- 
dence. The Belgians have almost deified this 
soldier-king of theirs, and one can scarcely 
blame them. All of a sudden he commenced 
to chuckle. 
the Germans,’’ he said. ‘*When our King 


Albert comes into the first line of trenches, work.” 


so close to the German line, then we all 
shout with all our might, ‘‘Vive le Roi’’ 
[‘‘ Long live the King’’}, and all the German 
heads pop up, from the opposing trenches, to 
see what is going on, and we pick them off.’* 
The grim humor of war! 


‘This is the joke we play on land, 


this work by their gifts, w 
the Nortons are to distribute personally among the 
diers, —whose languages they are able to speak. 
woman (Mrs. Norton) bending over a little Testament with a wounded sol- 
dier, and pointing him to Jesus, is a war- 


He imitated for us the sound of the big guns, of the 
flying shrapnel, the whine of the bullets, rising to a 
crescendo, then dying slowly away. And he showed 
us a ring he was wearing, made from the top of a 
fragment of shrapnel. The men made tliem in the 
trenches ; some one would draw a design, then a 
skilful comrade would make these little trinkets when 
there was a lull in the fighting and time hung heavy 
on their hands. 

I asked him if he had any fears as he returned. He 
was almost scornful. No fears, came his repiy, only 
a desire to return, and fight and fight, until at last 
their beloved land was free from the invaders, And 
if one dies, then that is his part to play. 

Then we turned the conversation, and spoke to him 
of Christ, and His claim upon him. At that his face 
lit up, and he told us how when in the hospital in 
Southampton the chaplain of the hospital had spoken 
to him so kindly on the same subject. 

‘¢He was a big man, with such a kind face,’’ he 
said, ‘*and he only spoke to me once or twice, but as 
I lay thereso many, many weeks, not able to move my 
head, I thought over very carefully what he had said, 
and as I thought, I let Christ come into my heart."’ 

He told us he had decided to turn from Romanism 
to Protestantism; and then, as he was only a babe in 
Christ, we took some little time confirming and 
strengthening him in his faith, and showing him the 
importance of confessing Christ before his comrades, 
which had not occurred to him before. Of his own 
acceptance with Christ he seemed perfectly assured, 
as we explained to him that it implied a belief from 
the heart. .‘*Oh, ves,’’ he said,. ‘‘I have it here in 
my heart,’’ laying his hand reverently on his heart as 
he said it. He was delighted to receive the large 
package of French Gospels, and we urged him to 
speak a personal word for the Master as he gave them 
away to his comrades, 

At last it was time for him to take his train, so we 
accompanied him to the station, bought him some 
fruit and sweets to take with him to the trenches, then 
said good by, and he passed inside the gates. All 
the way down to his train he kept turning back and 
waving to us, and we waved in return, and then turned 
back to our hotel with something like a lump in our 
throats and a mist before our eyes. Brave little Bel- 
gian ; I wonder if we shall ever see him again ! 

He had promised to write us, and just this morning 
we received a letter from him from the front. He 
said; ** First of all, my most sincere thanks for the 
great bounty that you have lavished on me, the thanks 
equally of many soldiers of my company to whom I have 
distributed the little books of the Life of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. I have distributed several of 
these little books also to the French soldiers, there- 
fore I have distributed conscientiously the small evan- 











In the wards of the hospital buildings and in the open air hospitals in Eng- 


and hope on the dark pathway of the joyless and hopeless war. 


Mr. and Mrs. Norton, the young American couple representing The 
Sunday School Times, are learning anew the amazing power of “ perso’ 
And winning souls one by one has been for years the passion of 
their lives. Many Sunday School Times readers are already sharing in 
hich go directly into Testaments and Gospels that 
lish and French sol- 


young American 


icture that sheds a gleam of joy 
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gels, ... be pleased to receive, Madame and Monsieur, 
with my best and most sincere thanks, as well the 
assurance of my faith (in Christ).”’ 

We are finding wonderful opportunities for personal 
work in the hospitals here in London. We visited 
the Charing Cross Hospital the other day and gave to 
the soldiers there some seventy-five Testaments. We 
had only time for a word with them, but have since 
returned and had the joy of leading several to Christ. 

One bright young soldier who made a very definite 


decision had had a very narrow escape from death, so - 


he told us, a bad bayonet thrust and several shrapnel 
wounds, and must soon undergo still another opera- 
tion ; but we left him yesterday trusting in Christ and 
unafraid. Just before we left him, he said, ‘‘ You 
know I have been in the army for eight years, and 
during that time have been a strict temperance man, 
and have often thought of taking the step I have taken 
to-day, but somehow never was able to make the de- 
cision ; but to-day I have put my trust in Christ and 
I shall let my mates know of the step I have taken.”’ 

Just as we were leaving the ward, we stopped to 
speak to a young soldier, who seemed to be suffering 
rather badly. He had previously received from us a 
Testament, and as we stopped to speak to him about 
it we saw that he was in mental as well as physical 
distress. He had been promised release from the 
hospital to go home to his mother, that evening, but 
his temperature had risen again, and he knew that 
meant complications and a longer stay in the hospital. 
It was a great privilege to point him to the great 
Burden Bearer, and a wonderful joy to hear him say 
that he would accept Him as his Lord and Saviour. 
Others to whom we spoke in that hospital are very 
near to a decision, and others whom we found, who 
were already Christians, were encouraged and heart- 
ened by the gift of the little Testaments, and by the 
words of counsel and cheer. 

At one open air hospital we placed about thirty 
Testaments, and are going to-night to Westminster Hos- 
pital, where we shall dispose of forty more, and expect 
shortly to have the evstrée to other hospitals, where 
we can place the Word of God in the hands of the 
soldiers, and have the opportunity of speaking to 
them personally. Before very long we expect to go 
to France. The opportunity there is even greater, and 
far less of this work is being done. 

**I had just been wishing and praying that some 
one would come with a Testament and a gospel mes- 
sage,’’ said one soldier who before enlisting had been 
in the Salvation Army. 

Lonpbon, ENG. 
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The War and the Tokyo Convention 


By Frank L. Brown, Joint General Secre- 
tary of the World’s Sunday School Association 


HEN the invitation from Japan for the next 
World’s Sunday School Convention, in 1916, was 
extended at Zurich in 1913, and accepted, fifty- 

eight nations were represented at Zurich. Nobody 
dreamed then that the men and women who associated 
in such delightfully fraternal relationships at that con- 
vention would so soon be divided by this 
bloody strife that has shocked the whole world. 
The war goes on and the end is not in sight. 
It is not to be expected’ that’ the belligerent 
nations would send delegations to far-away 
Japan when they believe that their national 
existence is threatened. And the men from 
these lands cannot well be spared from the 
World’s Sunday-school Convention. 

The British Section of the World's Associa- 


portant part of the world-wide field, as also 
has the president of the organization, Sir Rob- 
ert Laidlaw, of London. The leaders of the 
British Section have notified the American 
brethren that their participation in the conven- 
tion will be impossible while the war lasts. 

In addition to this fact, difficulties have 
been encountered in the matter of proper trans- 
portation facilities for American delegates be- 
cause of the scarcity of desirable ships. The 
headquarters of the World’s Association in 
New York has received inquiries from more 
than three thousand Americans who have 
thought of attending the convention, not to 
niention the large number of inquiries for in- 
formation that have come to The Sunday 
School Times. 

The Japanese view of the matter has been 
set forth im a letter from Dr. H. Kozaki, Presi- 
dent of the Japan National Sunday School 


tion, for example, has jurisdiction over an im- 
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Association. The Japanese were quite willing to go 
ahead with the convention as planned if the American 
Committee greatly desired it, but they reluctantly 
stated that it would not be the wor/d-convention to 
which they had been eagerly looking forward. 

So at Philadelphia on September 3 the Executive 
Committee of the World's Sunday School Association, 
American Branch, met to consider the whole subject. 
The meeting was a memorable one. Mr. H. J. Heinz, 
of Pittsburgh, was in the chair ; and among those who 
toek part in the discussion were the Hon, John Wana- 
maker, Dr. George W. Bailey, former President of the 
World's Association ;. Bishop J. C. Hartzell of Africa, 
and Mr. W. N. Hartshorn of Boston, Vice-Presidents ; 
Mr. Fred A. Wells, Chairman of the International 
Sunday School Association; Mr. James W. Kinnear 
of Pittsburgh, Chairman of the Transportation Com- 
mittee ; Mr. W. G. Landes, General Secretary of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association ; Mr. 
George E. Halli of New York, Chairman of the Busi- 
ness Committee ; Mr. A. B. McCrillis of Providence, 
R. I.; Alexander Henry, D.D., Secretary ofthe Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School 
Work, and Mr, George W. Penniman of Boston, Mr. 
Heinz’s Sunday-school Secretary. 

The result of this meeting was that the World's 
Convention has been postponed to a date as soon as 
possible after the close of the war. This date is left 
to the suggestion of the Japanese promoters of the 
convention, among whom are some of the most promi-, 
nent figures in Japanese public life. Count Okuma, 
the Prime-Minister, is Chairman of the Convention 
Promoting Committee. The motion to postpone the 
convention was made by Mr. Wanamaker, and after 
thorough consideration was unanimously adopted. 
Of course, to become final this action requires the 
confirmation of the British Section, but in view of 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 


their attitude as expressed in recent letters there is no 
doubt of their concurrence in our action, 

Many think of the Sunday-school as a children’s 
affair, Readers of The Sunday School Times will be 
interested in a few facts brought out in the Philadel- 
phia meeting. .The average age of the men present 
was found to be sixty-seven years ; the average length 
of their time in the Sunday-school fifty-seven years, 
Mr. Wanamaker has been a Sunday-school superin- 
tendent for fifty-seven years, 

One of the most stirring moments of the meeting 
came in the midst of the discussion. All the men 
felt the terrible burden put upon Christian workers by 
the war, and were trying to find some solution for the 
knotty problems confronting them, Suddenly Mr. 
Wanamaker suggested that we pray. Mr. Heinz asked 
him to lead. In part the prayer was as follows : 

O God, we are before the Red Sea; it is a sea of blood. 
We know not how to go through. The burden of world- 
sorrow overwhelms us. Broken homes, shattered hearts, 
broken lives are all about us. O Son of God, our God 
and Redeemer, Son of Mary, Great Teacher, Worker of 
miracles, Blessed Christ, our Hope and our Salvation, we 
pray thee to stretch forth thy hand; change the hearts of 
the people who are controlling the great war and bring it 
to an end, No matter through whom as thine instruments, 
—whether it be by fire or plague or by the still small 
voice, speak, O Lord; call a halt, and let the truce of quiet 
minds and statesmanship stay the hands lifted in strife. 

All hearts offered a fervent Amen to that prayer ! 

There is no thought to hold the World’s Sunday 
School Convention in any place other than Tokyo. 
When conditions permit, the eighth convention will 
be held in Tokyo with all the features originally 
planned. Those who wish to be put on our mailing- 
list for information should address Frank L. Brown 
at 216 Metropolitan Tower, New York City. 

New York City, 





! Brazil’s Snakes and Other Perils 


As a Sunday-school party 
saw them 
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By Frank L. Brown 





Five thousand of her people each year Brazil loses as victims of snake bites. A 
famous “snake institute’ at Sao Paulo is having notable success in fighting this 


peril. 


Mr. Brown's Sunday-school tour party were deeply interested in the process 


by which the serum was made. They were even more interested in the new teacher- 
training plans and other Sunday-school anti-toxins that are designed to save Brazi! 
from a far worse peril than the poison of the deadly cobra. 


T BUENOS AIRES we had taken on some new 
A passengers bound for New York, One of these 
was the Hon. E. Nelson, who is superintendent 
of secondary instruction in the educational work of 
Argentina, and also commissioner to the Panama 
Exposition. Mr. Nelson is an Argentinian, deeply 
interested in the development of the young people of 
his country. In one of the many conversations I had 
with him he deplored the home conditions in Argen- 
tina which robbed the children of those ideals, in- 
cluding the strong love element in the home, which 
are so essential to character-forming. 

He spoke, too, of the educational ideals of Argentina, 
true as well of all Latin America, which fitted young 
men for professional life alone, and girls for marriage. 
His own intense ideal is to socialize the educational 
aims so that the young people shall emerge filled with 
the purpose to serve the home, the community, and 
the state, instead of the present selfish objective which 
subtracts from all sources for the pleasure and profit 
of the individual, Mr. Nelson’s book on the social 
ideals of education is an authority on this subject for 
Latin America. Especially was he interested in the 
newer development of the Sunday-school in America 
in its social, recreational, and service plans, and asked 
for this information in complete form for a new book 
which he has in preparation. 

Cross currents made a rough sea for us as we jour- 
neyed from Montevideo to Santos, but the disturbed 
past is forgotten when harbor is reached. The harbor 
of Santos is a reward of travel, the shore-line dotted 
with cottages set in palms, and the city itself, a short 
distance up the river, set against a protecting wall of 
hills which rise quite sharply to fair heights. We 
drop anchor at the dock of the coffee company, —for 
from Santos the bulk of the coffee consumed in the 
United States is shipped. Originally a yellow fever 
port, where the colored laborers died off like flies, it 
is now thoroughly sanitary, and an electric platform 
endless chain takes the place of the long line of col- 


ored porters in loading the coffee on the steam- 
ships. This coffee is grown some miles back in the 
country. 

We are now in Brazil and our gold must be ex- 
changed for Brazilian mz/rezs at the rate of 17,000 
milreis for each $5 gold-piece. One feels wealthy 
for a brief period, until he parts with this wealth at 
the rate of 3,400 mi/reis for a dinner. 

Mr. Morton and Mr. Howard of our party took care 
of the Sunday service at the Seamen’s Church at 
Santos while we pushed on by railroad up the moun- 
tains to Sao Paulo, a great educational center. The 
vegetation en route was richly tropical. | Royal pon- 
ciana in pink, the gorgeous purple Easter flowers, 
trees a mass of yellow bloom, contrasted with the 
green of the plain and hills, a comforting contrast to 
the bare brown hills of the Western coast. The cog 
railway lifted us up the mountain-side in a sharp 
ascent of three thousand feet. The valley views on 
this ascent were superb, Morning-glories ran riot 
over the homes that we passed. 

Missionaries of the Southern Baptist and Southern 
Methodist Churches greeted us warmly at Sao Paulo. 
How the people stared at this boatload of unconven- 
tional Americans! One young lady missionary, a 
teacher in the splendid McKenzie College, feasted her 
eyes and ears upon the faces and speech of this crowd, 
some of whom came from her own Southern state. 

Sao Paulo is a city of 300,000. Nearly half of this 
population is Italian. Germans and Italians have 
settled heavily in the rich sections of southern Brazil. 
In the State of Rio Grand de Sul one-third of the 
million population is German,—and Lutheran. This 
section was settled by a German commission for colo- 
nization after a careful review of South America. 

One outstanding experience we had at Sao Paulo. 
It was a visit to the remarkable snake institute. Here 
an anti-toxin is developed to overcome the dreadful 
effects of cobra bites, for Brazil loses 5,000 people 
annually through these bites, principally farmers or 
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their families who walk barefooted in the fields and 
tread upon these cobras, 

The head of the institute, Dr. Vital Brazila, showed 
us the process of extracting the poison. A cobra was 
brought in by an attendant. It was wound around 
the angular end of a six-foot stick. It was deposited 
on the floor and its neck promptly pinioned down to 
the floor by the attendant, who then grasped the neck 
between his thumb and forefinger and suspended the 
open mouth of the cobra over a glass dish. From the 
fang the angry serpent then exuded an inch of white 
poison mucous. Some two hundred cobras are thus 
emptied of their poison daily. The poison is then 
injected into a horse in small doses, until enough has 
been taken to kill 2,000 horses if taken at one time. 
The serum is then extracted from the blood, some six 
quarts of which are taken for this purpose, and the 
horse lives, The serum is then sent to farmers, who 
in return send to the institute any cobras caught on 
their farms. One thought of that snake-bitten multi- 
tude in the wilderness, of the brazen serpent, and of 
that divine anti-toxin provided for the sin of the 
world: ‘* Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth."’ 

The director of the institute brought in a cobra- 
killing snake, which in about fifteen minutes attacked, 
crushed, and swallowed entire the cobra. After two 
such meals a respite of two weeks is taken to give 
time for proper digestion. There are two other snake 
institutes for developing anti-toxin, one in India and 
one in France, 

Sao Paulo is built over some beautiful hills, with a 
mountain vista and cultivated valleys. Much of the 
construction is Portuguese. On one of these hill ele- 
vations sit the splendid buildings of McKenzie Col- 
lege, which with the preparatory school cares for six 
hundred boys and girls. A number of the instructors 
in the school teach also in the Sunday-schools about 
the city. 

On Saturday evening a mass-meeting filled the 
largest church in the city. On Sunday I visited ten 
Sunday-schools between 8.30 and 12.30, These 
schools are vigorous, a number of them well graded, 
the teaching work above the average, and the possi- 
bilities of expansion under the right stimulation 
through literature and leadership large. .When one 
thinks of the progress made with such limited re- 
sources there is great encouragement for the future. 

‘The leader of the work in Brazil is the Rev. H. C. 
Tucker, President of the Brazil Sunday-school Union 
and agent of the American Bible Society, whose en- 
ergetic and wise guidance of the Sunday-school work 
has already produced notable results. The dire need 
is literature, improved lesson literature that will in- 
clude special primary lessons and books in Portuguese 
for pastors, teachers, and superintendents that will 
give vision and method. 

Quite recently, under the help of a grant from the 
World's Sunday School Association, Oliver's book on 
‘« The Preparation of the Teacher "’ has been printed 
in Portuguese. Already over three hundred copies 
have been sold. Dr. Hamill’s Legion of Honor 
Training Course has just been printed in Portuguese 
by the Baptist Press at Rio. Teacher-training classes 
are now forming for the use of these courses, including 
one class of twenty-five at Porto Allegre, to be taught 
by an Episcopal minister, Mr. Thomas of the Boys’ 
School. 

At Sao Paulo I was entertained at the home of Dr. 
Kennedy, of the Methodist Church South, with all the 
warm hospitality of thé Southern people, and with some 
home cooking which tasted wonderfully good after 
two months of steamer fare. Some Brazilian dishés 
were served, including the delicious alligator pear 
beaten up with lemon and sugar, one of the finest 
dishes found in all my travels. 

At the table I was delighted to meet a Christian 
Japanese lady who had been invited to meet me be- 
cause I had been in‘Japan. I found that she was 
educated in the Aoyama Methodist College at ‘Tokyo, 
and’knew a number of missionaries and Japanese 
Christians with whom I was acquainted, including Dr. 
Julian Soper. With that love for Japan which is na- 
tive to all Japanese, scattered as they may be, tears 
came to her eyes as we spoke of her beautiful country 
and of her homesickness for it. I gave her a copy of 
‘¢ The Sunday-school Tour of the Orient,’’ which con- 
tained the faces of many of her Japanese friends and 
pictures of scenes familiar to her. 

From Sao Paulo some of the party took the over- 
land trip through the coffee fields to Rio de Janeiro, 
while I returned to Santos for the Kroonland, so that 
I might arrive at Rio in time for the opening of the 
annual convention of the Brazil Sunday-school Asso- 
Ciation. 

New York Ciry. 
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Mary Reed’s dramatic story as we learn it 


first-hand in her parents’ home 





When an American Girl Heard the Cry of the Lepers 
By W. M. Danner 


Secretary for the United States of 
The Mission to Lepers 








‘¢ | WANT you to go to India for me,’’ was the 
word that came clearly from the Lord to a 
young American school teacher. She had 

been studying about the zenana women in India when 

the unmistakable call came. 

Her answer was, ‘‘ Here am. I, send me,’’ and on 
the 7th of September, 1884, she sailed for that old 
land of new promise,—sent out by the Cincinnati 
Branch of the Methodist Women’s Foreign Missionary 
Society: 

After five and a half years of faithful service, in 
March of 1890, she returned to America, She had 
come home for medical treatment, but in God's 
thought she had also come home to learn his further 
plan for her life work. What happened on that home 
visit was the means of starting her on a life work that 
has made the name of Mary Reed famous in modern 
missionary annals, 

It was to hear anew that wonderful story from her 
parents’ lips and to share in the benediction that 
comes to those who cross the threshold of their home, 
that I accepted an invitation te be their guest one 
midsummer morning last year, Dr. Camden M. 
Cobern, the noted Egyptologist, and Dr. Burton Mills, 
Pastor of the First M. E. Church of McConnellsville, 
accompanied me. The Reed home is at the edge of 
McConnellsville, a village on the Muskingum River in 
Morgan County, Ohio. 

The visitors were warmly welcomed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Reed and the other members of the family, 
among whom was their daughter ‘‘Rena,’’ whose 
name has figured so prominently in Mary Reed’s his- 
tory. Wesley Wilson Reed, the father, has seen 
ninety winters, and his good wife, Sarah A. Reed, 
was eighty-four her last birthday. 


ATHER REED is a versatile old saint who bub- 
bles over with the music of earlier days. When 
he was young he used to sing hymns while 

about his daily work. This habit never left him. He 
volunteered to sing for us, and we listened to three 
old-time gospel songs: ‘‘Christ in the Garden,”’ 
‘¢Jesus of Nazareth Passeth By,’’ and ‘‘Saw Ye My 
Saviour.'’ When the father’s songful heart is known 
one cannot but recall his oldest daughter's word, in 
the great testing time when first she faced the impera- 
tive call to work for lepers, She said, ‘‘ I’m praying 
that I may be led to do His will not with a sigh, 
but with a song.’’ 

Mother Reed, large of body, is confined to a wheel 
chair by a lame foot, but bears her physical limitations 
with great serenity. She modestly rejoices in the 
honor that is given to her daughter Mary. 

Mary Reed truthfully boasts of possessing more than 
twenty-four feet of brothers, For beside her three 
good sisters she is the proud possessor of four fine 
brothers, and each of them more than six feet tall. 

With deep sympathy and interest we listened to 
Mother Reed and Rena as they told of Mary’s long 
stay in the Surgical Hospital upon her return from 
India for medical treatment. Mary became conscious 
ofa peculiar sensation in her right forefinger, and about 
the same time a strange patch appeared on her cheek. 
She borrowed medical books from the doctor who at- 
tended her, and read about leprosy. She then an- 
nounced to the hospital doctors that she feared that the 
dread disease had overtaken her. They doubted her 


diagnosis, but advised seeing Dr. Prince Morrow of 
New York. ‘The journey was made, without divulg- 


ing to her home folks the reason for it. The famous 
New York physician confirmed her fears, declaring that 
her ailment was leprosy. Thereupon Mary Reed de- 
cided that God wanted her to give her life to work 
among the lepers in the land where she had caught 
the disease. 

Mrs. Reed recalled with tears the heartaches she 
suffered when she heard her daughter Mary say that she 
wanted to go back to India at once. On her return 
from New York, around the fireside in the country 
home, she announced this firm decision. And she 
asked the loved ones, as a special favor, to let her leave 
home without kissing her good-bye. Her mother 
yielded to this appeal without knowing the reason for 
the request. And Mary Reed went down the walk of 
the old home and out through the gate and off to India 
as though she was to return in the morning. 


Because of her own van destling life story, Mary Reed perhaps 
more than an American has Ye J i 
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who know the akable suffering of these outcasts, 7 
Satan's power in land, cannot but share Mary Reed's 
prayer and hope,—that Christ may soon come and end it all. 








During this time the right forefinger had become 
insensible to pain in the first two joints. She kept 
the finger carefully covered, and turned all questions 
aside with some gentle remark, giving the impression 
that it was a slight matter. 

The day before starting for India—July 7, 1891— 
Mary told her sister Rena the whole truth, pledging 
her to secrecy. Aswe talked with Rena she told us 
how Mary maintained the most cheerful attitude 
through it all when she was with the other members 
of the family ; when apart from them the tears would 
come. During the night of July 6 there was little 
sleep for any member of the family, —particularly. not 
for Rena. . But Mary had asked them all to be cheer- 
ful, and she herself was the bravest of all. ; 

At eight o'clock on that morning she stood at the 
rear end of the train and smilingly waved her good- 
bye, while mother and sisters, father and. brothers, 
witnessed the departure of the train through tear- 
dimmed eyes, 

On her way to India she stopped in London and 
Paris and consulted specialists there, who confirmed 
Dr. Morrow's diagnosis. 

It had been Mary’ s hope to keep the terrible secret 
from her father and mother during their lifetime, teel- 
ing that the blow would be too great for them to bear. 
It was with distress that she learned in Bombay that 
friends had written to New York that she was a leper. 
There seemed now but one thing todo. She wrote 
as quickly as possible, revealing to the home folks 
the terrible secret that only her sister Rena knew. 
The letter came and brought its unspeakable sorrow 
to the home circle. But there was that in the letter 
which helped them to bear the sorrow? ‘Tell mother 
the truth about me, the whole truth ; but tell her that 
I am now seeking to do God’ s will, not with a sigh, 
but with a song.’ 


TREASURED letter from Mary to Rena, written 
eight years after the older sister had returned to 
India, was brought out and read tous. Through 

Rena’s kindness a portion of the letter may be shared 
here with the readers of The Sunday School Times : 


** CHANDAG HEIGHTS, Almore District, India, 
Monday P. M., August 20, 1899. 
** 1899-1891—eight years. 
‘Yes, eight years, but his promise, ‘Lo I am with you 
alway,’ or as the Revised Version of the Bible says, ‘ 4// 
the days,’ is true.”’ 


MY DEAR, DEAR SISTER: 

That was sweet and good of you to remember to write 
to me on the morning of July 7. I too was reminded on 
that day six weeks ago, that it was the anniversary of a 
day never to be forgotten by you and me. 1 lived over 
again the scene in the little corner bedroom that morning 
and at the railroad station at Beckett’s, and oh, the heart- 
breaking memories of dear mother’s last look, and of 
father’s trustful prayer for me at the family altar that 
morning, and the ‘‘good-byes’’! Ah, there will be no 
good-byes in Heaven! No more parting, no more tears, 
no sickness, no sinners, and no Satan! Satan is very 
much alive and very busy and very manifest in this ‘*end 
of the earth ’’ these days, but I cherish the ‘* blessed hope ’’ 
that ¢hese are the latter days of which we read in the 
Gospels. 

To-day a new temple is being dedicated down at Pithor- 


agarh; and at the noted one here on these Heights just 
outside our premises, Satan is more than usually busy these 
days deluding and destroying souls through some very 
efficient agents who serve him faithfully. 

But as father used to sing while at work in the shop: 

** Messiah w// reign despite all his foes ; 
His mandates are fraught with gladness and peace ; 
His Kingdom, blood-bought, must ever increase ! 
Must ever increase ; 
Till the whole earth be filled with the knowledge 
Of the Lord as the waters cover the sea,’ 

The prayer song often goes out from my heart, ringing 

over and over with a voice and cry He, only, hears: 
‘‘ Hasten, Lord, the glorious time 
When beneath Messiah's sway 
Every nation, every clime, 
Shall the Gospel call obey !"’ 
Renie, look up the ane. and sing it all, please, 

Now, how am I to reply to your questions,—‘*Do you 
not think you will come home again? It is not impossible, 
is it?’’—for I don’t Anow yet! And I am not in the habit 
of thinking out plans for the future. I simply know that 
my heart would greatly rejoice should it prove to be the 
Lord’s plan that we should all meet ‘once more in our 
earthly home. Sometimes, the ‘‘ Star of Hope” does arise 
in my heart, that He does purpose that joy for us, but then 
the tiny star ‘‘sets’’ again, and new lessons of patience, 
trust, waiting, and some little suffering are given to be 
learned. I am not quite so well during the past week. 
Though I am not really ill. Am weary and heartsick over 
the evil I long to see cast out of the hearts of those by 
whom I am surrounded. Pray much for the coming of the 
Kingdom of peace and righteousness in this ‘*end of the 
earth.”’ Your loving sister, 

MARY REED. 


OR seven years the leprous finger had continued 
lifeless, clearly showing ‘* anzesthetic leprosy.'’ 
« In.1906, in answer to many prayers of faith that 
had: been. offered in her behalf, the disease was 
arrested. The finger returned to its normal condition. 
The anesthetic patch on her cheek regained its sen- 
sitiveness, Her physical condition had so greatly 
improved that she was advised that she could make a 
home journey once more without the slightest danger 
of transmitting the disease to. others. She joyfully 
wrote to Rena that she was coming. But her sister 
did not tell her mother of Mary’s hame-coming until 
she had reached England. ‘‘ The reason for this,’’ 
Mother Reed told us, ‘‘ was because / always travel 
with Mary when I know she is on the way.”’ 

When Mary Reed reached. Philadelphia early on 
Sunday morning, August 19, 1906, she was so hun- 
gry to get to church that the first thing she did on 
reaching the homeland was to attend a church service. 
When she reached home, before she entered the 
house, her sister's first greeting was: ‘‘ You won't go 
back, will you?’ 

‘Oh, yes!’’ quickly came the reply. 
my heart is already in India.’ 

And the yearning for the far-away land was strong, 
for she remained only until September 21, when she 
sailed again for India. 

But our visit to the wonderful Christian home from 
which Mary Reed came must now draw to a close. 
We had eaten a bounteous dinner together, and had 
gathered about the family altar and commended the 
absent one in the Far East to His care, thanking him 
for her and hers, With regret the good-byes were 
exchanged, and we came away with warmer hearts 
and deeper desire to serve. 

Under Mary Reed’s care, the institution made pos- 
sible by the Mission to Lepers (which provides for 
her and for her scores of leper men, women and chil- 
dren) has grown magnificently. In a recent letter to 
the Mission Mary Reed wrote? ‘‘I am still kept in 
wondrously good health; as the disease is seemingly 
holden. This is to God’s praise, and deeply and 
humbly thankful my heart is to Him who thus con- 
tinues to manifest His saving power through the Great 
Physician, our Blessed Lord and Saviour.’’ 

This American woman's story is a challenge of faith 
to the Christian Church to share in her conquest for 
Christ against Satan in behalf of the piteously needy 
lepers. In a strength that is distinctly God-given, 
she labors on in faith and hope, receiving a present 
reward in the knowledge that in the deepest sense it 
is still true that the ‘‘ lepers are cleansed."’ 

CAMBRIDGE, MAss. 
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Reading in the stones “ history “-that-oaly 
God could have brought about 





* 


Where Archeology Finds God in Israel’s History 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


\ 








OD always is in history. Perhaps we might-better 
say, history lies within the works of God : ‘his 
providence surrounds history, runs in a much 

wider circle far beyond it, so that all human history is 
just a little movement within the providence. of Gud, 
Some one has said that the ‘* Acts of -the Apopties*’ 
ought to be called the +: Acts of Jesus Christ."". Ina 
sense, the history of :the-world is a. history of Godin 
the affairs of-the world, Just’ how human agency 
with all its viciousness fits into the divine providence, 
we do not know. It seems to me that it is like ‘the 


petty doings, —ofttimes foolish, sometimes wicked, — 


of the people on a great moving ship : the people are 
in the ship, but their doings have no effect upon the 
ship, which is carrying. them all forward to itsown 
destination. So -the irresistible movement of ..God's 
providence goes forward in sublime dignity unaffected 
by the petty doings of men within its circle, doings 
which we among ourselves dignify with the name 
buman history. 

So God always is in.history, and it is the view of 
all reverent students of Bible history, of every school 
of criticism, that God was also, in some very special 
sense, in the history of Israel. Inspiration was not 
confined to the Book, but extended to the great spe- 
cial history recorded in the Book. Inspiration would 
hardly be worth while for a record of things, the 
worth-while-ness of which things themselves, at least 
in their totality and final outcome, was.not made 
secure by the same divine influence. This is saying 
no more than that God is in the revelation of himself, 
as well as in the record of that revelation. 


Clearing the Land of ** World -Powers”’ 

The inspiration of the record is such a divine-iaflu- 
ence as secures that to be recorded which God: wishes 
to be-recorded, and thé-inspiration of that which isso 
recorded is just. divine influence that shapes, directs, 
and carries forward in the great sweep of God's. provi- 
dence the doings of men toward that which .God 
wishes: to be brought about. ‘Without lessening in 
the least the emphasis we have laid wpon the record, 
we ought to seek more for inspiration in the history 
recorded, The purpose of this article is to show where 
the archeologist finds God in. the history of Israel. 

We cannot go back to the beginning in this search 
for God. No one can begin at the beginning of God; 
and who, indeed, can say where any work of God 
begins? Let us begin with the wideness of God's 
providence in the preparation of the Promised Land 
for the people who yet wandered in the wilderness, 
and the preparation for the Promised Land of the 
people themselves while they wandered in the wil- 
derness, 

The oppressor of Israel in Egypt, Rameses the 
Great, was one of the great Pharaohs, one of the con- 
quering heroes that the world hates,—and applauds ! 
A predecessor, Amenophis IV, a weak monarch, ab- 
sorbed, also, in some religious speculations and the 
introduction of a new religious cult among the Egyp- 
tians, had lost the Palestinian provinces of the Egyptian 
Empire. The most frantic appeals for help, as we 
have them in the Tell el Amarna tablets, had fallen 
upon deaf or indifferent ears, But Rameses in the 
days ot his military power swept north with his heavy 
legions and his mighty war chariots, over the whole 
of Canaan, and thought to establish there, once more 
and forever, the Egyptian power. Not so: God had 
other plans for that land, Out of the obscurity of the 


unknown appear the Hittites, who, at the battle of . 


Kadesh on the Orontes, wrested from Rameses a treaty 
of peace on equal terms. The treaty is written in full 
on the great temple at Karnak, but its full significance 
is only perceived in the events that followed it. . The 
Hittites remained beyond the Orontes, far in the 
north, and the Egyptians beyond the ‘‘river of 
Egypt,’’ their own border at the southern edge of 
Palestine. Thus Rameses’ work in reclaiming the 
Palestinian provinces was undone, The warring 
tribes of Canaan could not get together in harmony, 
and so there was no great central power in Canaan. 
When Israel came at last to enter the land there was 
there to oppose them only the loose confederacy of 
local tribes, ‘‘the Canaanites and the Hittites and 
the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and 
the Jebusites."’ 


The Bible does not stop to explain how David and 
Selomon could have ruled unmolested over: the 
coveted land of Palestine, with such relentless 
world-powers as Babylania, Assyria, and Egypt.to 
the east and south. Nor does the inspired record 
say.much about the mighty Hittites, who apparently 
-atany time during hundreds of years might have 
swooped down from the north. Archeology has 
found God’s hand in mighty events ‘that are not 
mentioned in the Book. Some day we shall be 
. able to study the moves of the European Powers 
of our day, as Dr. Kyle has done with these ancient 
monarchies, and see how God is ordering history 
to-day in relation to Israel, his Chosen Nation. 








If the work of the oppressor in the Promised Land 
was thus undone, while Israel wandered in the wil- 
derness, the destruction which he designed for the 
people.themselves was not less frustrated. When this 
great European war is over, men will-be scarce in that 
part of::the world. All the warring nations will be 
characteristically nations of women. It will take at 
least two generations of babies to repair the loss and 
restore the equilibrium between men and women 
Rameses in Egypt had tried by the drowning of the 
sboy-babies to make men scarce in Israel, and so make 
Israel characteristically a nation of women, and thus 
the-more-easily kept in slavery. Just how leng- the 
cruel practise of destruction was kept up, and to 
what extent the nefarious purpose of the oppressor 
was accomplished, it is impossible now to determine. 
Merenptah, the Pharaoh of the Exodus, probably 
boasts of a good measure of success witen he gloats 
over the belief that Israel’s «* seed is destroved,’’ and 
so, beoause of the:weakness of the-people, ‘* Khar"’ 
—that is, the promised land—was ‘* become as the 
widows of Egypt’’ in her anguish for the people who 
were not able to come in and possess the land. Time 
and generations would be needed to repair the dam- 
age. Now we know that it was for the sins of the 
people, as an immediate cause, that Israel was de- 
tained in the wilderness, But the great circle of God's 
providence; sweeping around iar outside their petty 
complainings and their unbelieving fears and the re- 
bellions to which the complainings and fears led 
them, carried everything forward toward the accom- 
plishment of God’s great purpose. So while they 
tarried for sins, they tarried also for sons: two, per- 
haps three, generations of babies were born and two 
generations were trained up for citizenship, the people 
were welded into a nation, and a national spirit 
engendered, and a greater faith cultivated, that they 
might, indeed, be able and ready to enter in and 
possess the promised land. Truly there is a wide- 
ness in God's providence “like the wideness of the 
sea,”’ 


Napoleon and the Monroe Doctrine 

The sheltering care of God’s providence is seen in 
the history of the period of the Judges and of the 
Monarchy not less plainly than the wideness of God's 
providence in the days of preparation. The weakness 
of Europe after Waterloo was America’s opportunity. 
While the old world recovered from the prostrating 
effects of the Napoleonic wars, the new world grew 
apace and possessed a continent. Had Napoleon's 
designs for a world empire succeeded, there never 
would have been a Monroe Doctrine. So the same 
providence that prepared the land for the people and 
the people for that land made special provision also 
for the growth of the nation until the empire of David 
and Solomon fulfilled to the farthest bounds thus far 
reached the promise for Israel, ‘‘ from the river to the 
ends of the earth."’ This opportunity God afforded 
through the weakness of Egypt and Assyria, the chief 
contestants in the great war game for the sovereignty 
of Palestine, the story of which was told in the Times 
of July 17. 

In Egypt at this period, the dynasty of Rameses the 
Great, the oppressor, fell into decay. It was ‘the 
close of the finest period in Egypt.'’ ‘he great em- 
pire ‘‘after the reign of Rameses III moves steadily 
toward its ruin."” This latter monarch did indeed 


“still great in their ‘mountain island."’ 


push once more up the Palestine coast, but seems to 
have accomplished nothing more than to weaken 
Israel's Philistine .enemies, and then withdraw. A 
long list of Pharaohs bore the name Rameses, the 
name before which the world once trembled, but they 
bore it only to excite contempt and a sneer. 

The other contestant in the great war game, Assyria, 
who, later, should rush again and again to take the 
field and the sovereignty of Palestine, was now but 
rising into power. The great Babylonian power on 
the one hand was yet too strong, too much in need of 
watching, for the new northern power at Nineveh to 
turn to the other hand for conquest along the Caanan- 
ite coastland, Thus, in this interval of weakness of 
the East and of the South, Israel grew great and glorious 
and the kingdom of David and Solomon shone re- 
splendent on the western horizon. None dared mo- 
lest, and there was only the Queen of Sheba to come 
and admire. . 

Where were the Hittites all this time? They were 
They were 
even growing greater toward the southeast. Why did 
they not interfere? When we are uble to read fully 
their own hieroglyphic records, we shall perhaps know 
what was in their mind that counselled the ‘‘ hands- 
off’’ policy during all the years of the growth of the 
Israelite nation and even the outshining of the splendor 
of the Israelite empire so threateningly on the south. It 
is hard to believe that, in those days of international 
hatred and proverbial national perfidy, the great treaty 
with Rameses was still sedulously observed by the 
Hittites for its own sake. But God was in the history 
and, in some subtle and mysterious way, it came about 
that the Hittites kept to their own side of the Orontes, 
that Israel might be left to inherit the promises. 


Why is the Promised Land ‘‘ Palestine ’’ ? 

Another mark of the enveloping providence of God 
round about Israel at this period must be noticed be- 
fore we get into the current of the rush of events dur- 
ing the great contest between the East and the West 
for the sovereignty of the land. One little strip of the 
best of the promised land Israel never, in the time of 
the Judges, possessed fully,—perhaps not at all,—the 
land of the Philistines, They were a mysterious peo- 
ple; even the significance of their name has been 
a riddle of the learned world for centuries and is only 
now probably solved in their recognition as a Cretan 
tribe, the Pulusati, as the Egyptians called them. The 
persistence of their name asa name for the land is 
still a riddle. The Philistines may never have oc- 
cupied but a little strip of the coastland, though Pro- 
fessor Macalister thinks they may once have spread 
inland, yet they gave their name for all time to the 
Promised Land. It never was ‘‘Israel-iand,’’ but is 
to this dav ‘‘Palestine,’’—‘* Philistine-iand.’" The 
Philistines came from—somewhere, probably Crete and 
the coastland of Asia Minor. They brought in a civ- 
ilization which the Egyptians called Keftian and which, 
since the discoveries at Knosses, is known to be Cretan. 
They were strange, cultured pirates who brought in 
their beautiful ceramic ware, and taught the land 
metal-working, and so were used of God to affect pro- 
foundly the artistic and industrial life of the chosen 
people. God schooled Israel in religion and morals 
in the solitude and destitution of the desert : it was the 
most suitable place. Then he provided the Philistines 
to school them in the arts and crafts which the high- 
est civilization of the ages had produced. To the 
training in Egypt, he added that of Caphtor, from 
which even Egypt learned, 

Now we must see what the providence of God did 
through the plays and counter-plays in the great war 
game for the sovereignty of Palestine, that yet left 
Judah secure on her mountains during the period of 
her obedience. 

When the weakness of the old Pharaohs had run its 
course to national disaster, and the Princes of Upper 
Egypt came down the Nile and set up the Dynasty of 
the Shishaks at Bubastis, and Shishak III at last 
reached out a covetous hand to snatch away the golden 
shields of Solomon from the temple and to rob the 
cities ot Judah and Israel, there quickly appeared one 
to check Egypt and save Judah from utter destruction 
until God himself should give her over to her enemies. 

(Continued on page 574: 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 17. ELISHA HEALS NAAMAN THE SYRIAN 


- Golden Text: I am Jehovah that healeth thee.—Exodus 15 : 26 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


T WAS Christmas Day in the leper asylum at 
| Chiengmai, Siam. The lepers are allowed forty 
eents a week to buy their rice and fish and salt 
and pepper and other articles of food. On this Christ- 
mas each of the 127 lepers, together with six un- 
tainted children in the asylum, received a simple 
Christmas gift that had been made possible by 
friends in England and the United States. Merri- 
ment and shouts of langhter showed how human 
these suffering children of God were, For they were 
indeed children of God ; almost all of them had re- 
ceived Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and had proved 
this by changed lives, cheerful faces, faithfulness in 
worship and service in His Name. And here was 
part of that service : not only did they receive little 
Christmas gifts but they made their own Christmas 
gift to the Lord. Out of their scant forty cents a 
week apiece for their table expenses, they gave eight 
dollars to be used in sharing the gospel with others. 
Either now or later in the session let the class know 
more of the facts about the wonderful work being 
done by the interdenominational Mission to Lepers, 
and of the opportunity for Christmas gifts to the 
lepers this year, as stated on page 566. ‘The story 
of Mary Reed, on page 566, will also interest them. 


Our Background Material 

How many members of the class have read through 
the book of 2 Kings since last Sunday ? Have brief 
reports from the class on whatever divisions of mate- 
rial were noted, and the outstanding events or per- 
sons. 

The following division of 2 Kings into seven sec- 
tions is suggested by the Scotield Reference Bible: 


1. The last ministry and translation of Elijah (1 : 
Zz tO @: 22). 

2. The ministry of Elisha from the translation of 
Elijah to the anointing of Jehu (2: 12 to 9: 10). 

3. The reign of Jehu over Israel (9 : 11 to 10 : 36). 

4. The reigns of Athaliah and Jehoash over Judah 
(rr: 1 to 12: 28). 

5. The reigns of Jehoahaz and Joash over Israel, 
and the last ministry of Elisha (13 : 1-25). 

6. From the death of Elisha to the captivity of Is- 
rael (14: 1 to 17: 41). 

7. From the accession of Hezekiah to the captivity 
of Judah (18 : 1 to 25: 30). 


The Lesson Itself 


The reterences, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-artictes 

in this issue. Boldface figures atthe end of certain paragraphs in 

those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

People always act in either a natural or a super- 
natural way. That means that they do either the 
ordinary or the extraordinary thing. The natural 
way is man’s way; the supernatural is God’s way. 

There are half a dozen chief characters in the lead- 
ing incident of this chapter: Naaman, the little maid, 
two kings, the prophet, and the servants (whom we 
may think of as one person) who finally advised 
Naaman. 

Let us examine the different things that these half 
dozen persons did, and discover when they acted in 
the ordinary or natural way, and when in the extra- 
ordinary or supernatural way. We shall find at least 
seven cases of the natural, and seven cases of the 
supernatural, in the first 16 verses of the chapter. 
The best way will be for the teacher to make quite 
plain to the class the two kinds of actions, and then 
call for the class to discover the two sets of actions 
in the lesson. 

Actions from the ordinary (and therefore mis- 
taken) standpoint of human reasoning: 

1. The king of Syria, after hearing what the He- 
brew slave girl had said, supposed that the king or 
greatest man in Israel would be the one to know 
how the cure was to be wrought; so he sent to him. 
A young man may think that his rich uncle is better 
than his praying mother (Griffith Thomas, II, 2). But 
there are times when the greatest men, even great 
physicians, come hopelessly to the end of their re- 
sources (Round Table, 4). 

2. The king of Syria supposed that a great and 
kingly present was the proper and necessary thing 
under the circumstances. te was a giftof over $80,- 
ooo (Griffith Thomas, II, 2). 

3. The king of Israel, ignorant of God and of God’s 
power through the prophet, by ‘perfectly good” 
human reasoning believed two things : first, that the 
king of Syria was asking an impossible thing ; sec- 
ond, that he was making a plot against Israel. 

4. Naaman, a man of wide experience and obser- 
vation, made his own program in advance for the 








2 Kings 5. Commit verses 7, 8 


(The portion of the text indicated , 4 the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Kings 5 : 1-10, 14.] 


1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, 
was a great man ! with his master, and honorable, because by 
him Jehovah had given ? victory unto Syria: he was also a 
mighty man of valor, du¢ he was aleper. 2 And the Syrians 
had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of 
the land of Israel a little maiden ; and she 8 waited on Naa- 
man’s wife. 3 And she said unto her mistress, Would that my 
lord were * with the prophet that is in Samaria! then would 
he recover him of his leprosy. 4 And ¢ one went in, and told 
his lord, saying, ‘Thus and thus said the maiden that is of the 
land of Israel. 5 And the king of Syria said, Go now, and I 
will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, 
and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand 
5 pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 6 And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now when 
this letter is come unto thee, behold, | have sent Naaman my 
servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. 
7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the 
letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and 
to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a 
man of his leprosy ? but consider, I pray you, and see how he 
seeketh 6 a quarrel against me. 

8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God heard that the 
king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, 
saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come 
now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. 
9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariots, and 
stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 10 And Elisha sent 
a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan 
seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and 7 thou 
shalt be clean. ...14 Then went he down, and dipped Aim- 
seif seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the 
man of God ; and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a 
little child, and he was clean. 

1 Heb. d-fore. 2 Heb. salvation. % Heb. was before. 4 Or, he 
6 Or, shekels 6 Or, an occasion 1 Heb. de thou clean, 
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actions of the man of God and for the working of the 
miracle. This thoughtful philosophy ‘of his very 
nearly lost him the cure (Baldwin, 1). 

5. When Naaman’s well-thought-out program was 
ignored, he did the natural, ordinary, and from the 
human standpoint proper thing in being upset and 
angry. But notice that preconceptions endanger 
blessings,—for they are liable to degenerate into 
misconceptions (Griffith Thomas, II, 4), 

6. Naaman followed human reasoning in believing 
that larger, clearer rivers are better than small, 
muddy rivers. We naturally suppose that visible or 
tangible resources are the best sort of resources; and 
when some one ventures to express a different opin- 
ion we often ‘‘go away in-a rage.” ° 

7. Even after the miracle, Naaman supposed that a 
princely present was the proper return to make. 

Let the class spend a few minutes, as these cases 
of mistaken human judgment are mentioned, to dis- 
cuss and discover why in each case, although natural, 
they were mistaken. 

Then pass to the incidents that shew how persons 
acted from the supernatural standpoint of God's 
guidance: 

1. The little maid had a God-given conviction that 
her master could be cured by God’s man in Israel. 
Thus she brought into Naaman’s life a certain ** but,” 
which was greater than the first ‘‘ but” (Ridgway, 1). 
Are we witnessing as that little maid was? (Ridg- 
way, 2.) How God has used children or young peo- 
= to do great things is strikingly shown by the 

ound-Table illustrations (2, 3, 4), by Mrs. Baldwin 
(3), Mr. Rogers (3), and Mr, Howard (1). 

2. Elisha showed a daring and supernatural faith 
when he sent word to the king, ‘‘ Let him come now 
to me.” And when Elisha added ‘He shall know 
that there is a prophet in Israel,” Elisha was pointing 
not to himself but to God; for a prophet is a spokes- 
man, a representative, and he was therefore saying, 
‘*He shall know that there is a spokesman, a repre- 
sentative in Israel,”—of God. 

3. Elisha did an extraordinary thing in refusing 
to go and see the great general in person, only 
sending a messenger. This was contrary to common- 
sense and human reasoning. It humiliated Naaman. 
Why was that necessary? It was done, not in order 
to hurt Naaman’s feelings, but to show him the 
worthlessness of his character and rank in God’s 
sight, and the worth of God. See the comments of 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3, §) and Mr. Ridgway (9). 
See also the editorial note on the first page of this 
issue, ‘‘ Leper Treatment.” 

4. For the cure itself human reasoning demanded 
an extraordinary thing, and instead Elisha com- 
manded only a very ordinary thing. Elisha was 
teaching Naaman the stumbling-block and the fool- 
ishness of the cross (1 Cor. 1: 22-25). Human wis- 
dom tells us that if we want something great we must 
do something great. God’s wisdom tells us that we 
can have something great if we are willing to do 
something very little. 








OCTOBER 2, 1915 





. 





— 


5. Naaman’s servants showed supernatural tact 
and wisdom in pointing out his folly and helping him 
to be wise. uman wisdom would have confirmed 
Naaman’s mistake; supernatural wisdom corrected it. 

6. Naaman himself responded to God’s call and did 
an extraordinary, supernatural thing in humiliating 
himself and obeying God’s orders. It was the work- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in his heart that accomplished 
this. He did a manly thing ‘Griffith Thomas, II, 6); 
humility is always manly, because it is Godlike; 
pride is always unmanly, because never Godlike. 

7. Elisha went contrary to human reason in de- 
clining to take the gift from the grateful man, even 
when it was twice offered. Most of us might have 
thought that courtesy required the acceptance of the 
gift. But the prophet was steadfast in showing 
Naaman that the whole matter was one of grace, for 
which we can make no return. Naaman was learn- 
ing two lessons (Griffith Thomas, II, 3). 


The Truth That Is Golden 

The greatest blessings that can ever come into our 
life are the result of what we let God do for us, not of 
what we do for God. This is quite contrary to the 
pride of our human nature. We like to think that we 
can earn things for ourselves, have a part in accom- 
plishing the best results of our life. But we forfeited 
all that in the sin of the race and in ourown sin. Now 
the best—and it is an infinitely wonderful and glorious 
best—is God's work, not ours. Not our effort, but 
our yielding, not our giving to him but our taking 
from him, gives us the very life of God. If we will let 
our Lord Jesus Christ do it all for us, without money 
and without price, the worst ‘‘ but” in our life will 
immediately be removed,—even the *‘ but” of our un- 
belief, and every other subtle and indefinable and 
baffling ‘‘something” that may be standing between 
us and the Victorious Life. Suppose we thank Christ 
now that he zs taking care of it all. 


Teaching Points 

Perhaps God allowed the little Hebrew maiden to be 
taken captive for the sole purpose of healing the general of 
the Syrian hosts and giving two nations a great object-lesson 
in God’s grace and power. What seemed her great misfor- 
tune became her great opportunity (Baldwin, 2). 

A man with a fatal disease clutches at a straw. Manya 
lost man, on his-way to suicide, has clutched at the straw 
of some gospel song coming from the deors of a rescue mis- 
sion, has gone in without any real belief in his heart but 
ready to ‘‘ take a chance ’’ on anything that may help, and 
has found Christ and eternal life. 

‘*Thus said the maiden that is of the land of Israel”’ 
(v. 4). Are people who know you saying ‘* Thus said the 
man that is of the land of Christ’’??) Are we telling about 
such wonders that people are compelled to listen to us and 
quote us to others? 

When Naaman was willing to become as a little child 
in trust, ‘his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a 
little child, and he was clean ’’ (Matt. 18: 3). 





Questions for Study and Discussion 

How could Jehovah (v, 1) give victory to a nation that 
was pagan and not serving him? (God did this over and 
over again. He let Israel and Judah be taken into cap- 
tivity by such nations. He used a king who did not know 
him [Isa. 45:5]. He often uses men of the world to 
accomplish his designs [Griffith Thomas, II, 4]). 

Did Naaman deserve to be healed? (See what the class 
think, then point out that, if he did, there was no grace in 
the matter. God’s great work is for and with the unde- 
serving,—and that lets us in.) 

How much faith did Naaman himself have? (Its begin- 
nings are suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas [II, 2]). 

Ought Naaman to have asked permission to bow himself 
in the idolatrous house of worship when he was with his 
own king? What seems to have been Elisha’s attitude 
toward this? (v. 19.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation.] 
Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders (2 Kings 6 : 8-23) 


When the king of Syria decided to war against 
Israel, he did not realize that he was deciding to war 
against God. He found himself so bafflingly de- 
feated that he believed some one of his own army 
was *‘ giving away” his campaigns. Then a young 
man of Israel was given an ‘‘ inside” glimpse of how 
God does things,—and he had one of the most won- 
derful visions in all history. 


When two nations are fighting each other, is it fair for 
God to put himself on the side of one against the other ? 

Which are more important, the things we see or the things 
we cannot see; and why? 

Why did God give Elisha so much more power and sight 
than most men have? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 


By the Rev. Professor W. 


Whole Lesson. 


H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





N THE tomb of John Wesley in Westminster 
Abbey are the words, ‘‘ God buries his work- 
men but {carries on his work.” After Elijah 

came Elisha, and as the spirit of the former mani- 
festly rested on the latter (2: 15) the work of God 
went on. 
J. Surroundings of the Lesson 
Connection.—Elisha was recognized as the prophet 
of Jehovah after Elijah’s departure (2 : 15-25), and 
he was not long in proving his divine commission 
(3: 104: 37). The story of Naaman follows the 
preceding section (4 : 38-44) after an interval of three 
ears. The temporary weakness of Assyria gave 
yria an opportunity, and thus Israel was invaded. 
Ahab had fallen (1 Kings 22), and then came raids 
under Naaman’s leadership (vs. 1, 2). 
Date.—Beecher assigns this event to 897 B.C., 
though some think it must have been in the reign of 
ehoram of Israel because of the friendliness implied. 
his would be somewhere between 851 and 842 B. C. 
Elisha’s life as a whole should be carefully studied, 
especially because only two lessons are devoted to 
him. The contrast with Elijah is striking, sternness 
followed by gentleness, aloofness by association. 
We can compare John the Baptist and Christ. First 
the wind and the fire and then the still small voice. 


Il. The Lesson 

It is quite impossible, and indeed unnecessary, to 
overlook the spiritual meaning and message of the 
story, though we must keep primarily and closely to 
the historical record. It is a Scripture classic, like 
Luke 15, a record of the gospel in the Old Testa- 
ment. The history is a picture, an object lesson. 
Naaman symbolizes the sinner, and we see in the 
record God's way of dealing with the world. 

Needing (vs. 1-4).—Naaman was a great man, 
rich, honored, and valued. As ‘‘ captain of the host,” 
or commander-in-chief, he had done great things for 
his master, Benhadad, and was highly esteemed for 
his prowess. His victories either against Assyria or 
perhaps even against Israel were attributed to Jeho- 
vah, of whom unconsciously he had been the servant 
and instrument. God often uses men of the world 
to accomplish his designs (John 11 : 49-52). (1) 

But he was a hopeless sufferer, being troubled 
with a serious and permanent disease. Leprosy is 
thought to have been of two kinds, one invoiving 
absolute separation from people because of the 
loathsomeness and danger of infection; the other not 
demanding segregation, though equally incurable. 
The latter seems to have been the torm of Naaman’s 
leprosy, because he could still fulfil his duties (v. 1), 
and the same was true of Gehazi (v. 27), who was 
he oem with Naaman’s kind of leprosy (8 : 1-6). If, 

owever, as some think, leprosy was only of one 
kind, then the law of separation required by the Law 
(Lev. 13: 46) was of course not observed in Syria, 
How strikingly did this disease limit and level this 
great man! In spite of age, experience, position, 
power, royal esteem, uprightness, courage, and 
skill he was in a sad plight. It was not the many 
things he possessed, but the one chief lack that calls 
for attention. How solemn is the thought that the 
leprosy of sin affects all, the greatest as well as the 
humblest, the scholar, the merchant, the student, the 
workman, ‘‘all have sinned” (Rom. 3: 23). King 
Edward VII, not long before his death, said to a 
clergyman who is at work among the outcast, “ Ah, 
C——.,, there is one way for the king and the tramp.” 
So said Paul, ‘* There is none righteous, no, not one” 
(Rom. 3: 10). 

In the midst of his trouble a great hope came to 
him. In one of the marauding efforts made earlier 
by Syria against Israel a little Israelitish maid had 
been captured and taken away into Syria. But her 
sad position did not hinder her from expressing her 
true faith and exercising a real influence. The poor 
girl must have felt the hardness of her fate, and yet 
itis a wonderful and beautiful case of that uncon- 
scious influence which we all may exercise. God used 
her to do a great work in a very simple way, and he 
can use us all if only we are true to him. She re- 
membered the prophet of God, and told her mistress, 
Naaman’s wife, she felt sure the leprosy could be 
healed. We wonder how she had learned of the 
prophet, but it is noticeable that she remembered 
what she had learned. It is a beautiful testimony 
on the part of a girl to the one true God. It is prob- 
able that Naaman himself (v. 4, marg.) told the king 
what his wife had said of the girl’s testimony. 

Seeking (vs. 5-9).—Naaman’s master, the king of 
Syria, soon took action. A royal letter and a royal 
gift of over eighty thousand dollars were taken by 
the needy commander. The girl had referred to a 
tne but Naaman was sent to the king (probably 

ehoram) as superior. A young man may think his 





rich uncle better than his praying mother, but the 
servant of God will prove more valuable than the 
ruler of men. Syria was powerful at that time, and 
the king of Israel was appealed to as though he had 
the power to remove the leprosy. From the stand- 
point of Naaman the journey showed a genuine de- 
sire for healing, for the way was long, hard, and 
risky. He also evidently believed that healing could 
be obtained. Conviction is always the first step in 
spiritual healing. But Naaman was completely 
wrong about the terms. Money was not in question, 
nor was the power of Israel’s king the theme of the 
girl’s message. (2) 

Perhaps most curious of all was the attitude of the 
king of Israel (v. 7), for he seems to have had no 
thought of Elisha. Kings often have their limita- 
tations. In his dismay, however, he testified to a 
belief that only God could effect the cure, and so far 
he was right. But tidings somehow came to Elisha, 
and he sent to the king (v. 8) to bid Naaman come to 
him. Elisha was then at Gilgal (4 : 38), on the banks 
of the Jordan. Naaman should soon know the truth 
of the girl’s testimony. 

Finding (vs. 10-14).—When Naaman arrived he 
was met by a strange command. He had come with 
great expectations, only to receive peculiar treat- 
ment, a message, not a meeting, and some humili- 
ating directions. Why this lack of courtesy, so un- 
usual in the East? Was it not to teach Naaman the 
deeper lessons, the truest need he possessed? The 
first thing would be the sovereignty of God, that God 
was not, and would not be, under any obligation to 
the greatest on earth. The second thing would be 
God’s idea of man, that he is no respecter of persons, 
and regards what a man zs, not what he das. Naa- 
man had to be taught humility. (3) 

‘The great soldier met this message with an angry 
response. He was disappointed, for he had contem- 
plated something dramatic, impressive, sensational 
(v. 11), while he had been told something quite com- 
monplace. He felt that his own rivers were infi- 
nitely better than Jordan and all other Israelitish 
rivers. So they'were, so they still are, as travelers 
readily admit. But it was not that any special virtue 
was in the water of the Jordan; it was only the act 
of submission that mattered. But the very idea of a 
great man and a Syrian being thus humiliated was 
intolerable, and so he turned off inarage. It was 
not the first or the last time that preconceptions have 
endangered blessings. Preconceptions are danger- 
ous because they are liable to degenerate into mis- 
conceptions. In religion they are specially perilous 
because God’s plan must necessarily be followed if 
we would obtain God’s salvation. The simplicity and 
humiliation of it caused Naaman to stumble, and to- 
day many miss the gospel for the same reasons. (4) 

Naaman’s anger was due to pride. There was 
pride of self-importance. He expected to be treated 
as a great man who happened to bealeper. Elisha 
treated him as a leper who happened to be a great 
man. ‘Must I be saved in the same way as my 
footman?” said a lady to a friend of mine. ‘ Yes, 
madam,” was the reply. ‘* Then I won't be saved,” 
she added in anger. Sonuen also showed pride of 
intellect. ‘‘ Behold, I thought—” Just so, people 
often think they know best, but their wisdom proves 
to be foolishness (£ Cor, 1: 18-31). (5) 

But there was just one hope of recovery. Thecase 
was nearly lost when his trusted servants appealed 
to him with a simple but effective argument (v. 13). 
This led him to reflect. Human nature is always 
ready to do some great thing, but God loves sim- 
plicity, and requires man to submit to his test. Naa- 
man saw the force of the plea and accepted the 
position in a manly way, with the result that he ex- 
perienced an immediate and complete cure. Down 
went the pride, and at once came the blessing. Soon 
he was back at the prophet’s house, and this time 
Elisha was to be seen. ‘The lesson had been learned, 
and the truth was fully acknowledged. Mark the 
contrast. ‘‘ Behold, I thought” (v. 11). ‘* Behold, 
now I know” (v. 15). Anger does not reflect because 
reason is dethroned, but when he saw his error he 
acknowledged it, and made a strong determination 
that thenceforward poe of Israel should be re- 
garded by him as the true God (vs. 15-17). So he 
went home rejoicing, healed, with new life, new 
ideas, new powers, new hopes, new prospects. (6) 


III. Central Truths 


The Golden Text speaks of healing, and the story 
offers a fine opportunity for emphasizing afresh the 
old yet ever new truths of the gospel. 

1. Zhe One Need.—Healing was Naaman’s su- 
preme requirement. The ‘**but” in his case (v. 1) is 
a reminder that sin is the great fact in all lives, and 
constitutes the necessity of the healing of divine 
grace. 
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2. The One Way,.—It was only by means of Jordan 
in obedience to the prophet’s word. Only by Christ 
through faith and ibodieane. ‘*No man cometh unto 
the Father but by me” (John 14: 5). 
name” (Acts 4:12). ‘* Without faith it is impossi- 
ble” (Heb. 11: 6). ‘‘If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with =e Gene 13: 8). 

3. The One Hindrance.—Pride based on prejudice. 
Preconceived ideas of what God ought to do, and 
therefore unwillingness to accept God's terms. So 
men are hindered and kept out by their own bias. 

4. The One Result.—Restoration follows trustful 
obedience. We ‘‘trust and obey,” and find forgive- 
ness, cleansing, life, health, vigor, truth, joy, power, 
and heaven. Only let us ‘‘comply and be clean.” 
Faith renounces self; obedience ignores self. We 
listen and accept, and then obey and receive. 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. Needing (Mark 4 : 31-41.) 
2. Seeking (Psa. 51 : 7-17). 
3. Finding (Luke 17 : 11-19), 
Wyc irre COLLEGE, TORONTO, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The ** Buts."—He was alsoamighty man of valor, 
dut (vy. 1) Like many another big man he possessed 
all the world had to give, but—he was a leper. His 
position, wealth, and ay = | could not give him 
health. God has never left a single one of his 
Naamans ina hole. So there was another ‘ but” in 
the captain’s life: ‘‘ but” there was a saviour named 
Elisha, ‘There are always two ‘‘ buts” in every life. 
For every earthly ‘‘ but” of trouble there is a heav- 
enly ‘*but” of help. There is no trouble in all the 
world but there is a cure for it (Psa. 46: 1; Nahum 
1:7; 2Cor. 4: 8). The Jones family are religious, 
but poor. Almost all of our best men are grown in 
such families, He is a talented man, but he has an 
incurable disease. But Robert Louis Stevenson the 
beloved was the name of one of them. Tom Hood 
the nameof another. There is many a shut-in whose 
bed is the throne of love and whose room is the ante- 
chamber of heaven. There is a lot of uncured misery 
in the world, but it is because Naaman has not yet 
been directed—or gone—to Elisha. (1) 


Witnessing.— Aud she said, ,., the prophet... 
would... recover him of his leprosy (v. 3). Human 
nature is ever the same. How proud we are of our 
doctor, whose devotion and skill has brought us 
through a dangerous illness. Indeed, how proud we 
are of any good man cf our country who can do 
things. Ahttle slave girl could not do much else 
than talk. But she did that. When a man has a 
sick need he can hear the slightest whisper of a cure 
forit. The patent medicine quack appreciates this 
fact and knows every man who thinks he has it will 
read his costly newspaper advertisements. I have 
had a pain in my face lately and have been noticing 
neuralgia advertisements. ‘This little maid was a 
living advertisement of the only sure cure for the 
incurable. ‘he world will never be cured of sin until 
it knows it has this leprosy. And some little maid 
who is proud of her religion and confident of its 
power does the talking in the palaces where the great 
ones walk dying. ‘The world will never be brought 
to the kingdom of God by the prophetic Elishas in 
the pulpit, but by ‘little maids” witnessing in the 
homes (Acts 1: 8; 8: 4). (2) 


‘*None other 


**Come!’’—So Naaman came (v. 9). A gentleman 
who was looking at some pictures of great cathedral 
interiors with their kneeling worshipers, which hang 
upon my walls, said, ‘‘When I was in Europe and 
visited these magnificent churches the thing that im- 
pressed me most was not their architectural grandeur 
and beauty, but the sight of splendid-looking people 
in silks and velvets devoutly kneeling side by side 
with miserable beggars in rags and tatters.” Evervy- 
body must come to the waters. Heaven dances at- 
tendance upon no Naaman. Heaven wants every 
man, Just yearns for the race of us. Has but the 
one cry: ‘‘Come!” It rings all through the old 
beok- from cover to cover (Gen. 7: 1; Rev. 22: 17). 
‘* Ff God is so anxious for me to be a Christian, why 
doesn’t he order it?” said a man to me at a revival 
meeting. ‘* Because he can’t order you,” I replied; 
‘*he made you like himself, and neither you nor God 
can be ordered.”” You must come, It is to Naaman’s 
credit that he was willing to get down in order to get 
- Lots of high-up men go down to death uncured 
of sin because they ‘‘ didn’t take any stock in this Sal- 
vation Army-Billy Sunday business.” If men could 
have a religion-surgeon doctor salvation into them 
for a big fee heart operations would be as popular as 
some other fashionable operations. But every man 
high or low has got to COME (John 5 : 40). 


Coming Down.— But Naaman was wroth (v. 11). 
One of the first rules of successful salesmanship is 
deference to his royal highness ‘The Buyer. Espe- 
ciallyif he is a just-struck-oil ‘* self-made” individual. 
Negtect this and you have ‘‘ queered”” yourself before 
you have opened your pack. Naaman felt his im- 


570 * 


yrtance, but Elisha did not. Elisha would teach 
Hantaen the prophets of Jehovah were very different 
from the priests of Rimmon, Gold and garments 
and man's glory never influence a true prophet of 
God. So Naaman did not like it. But he was 
brought along by stages, First the start by the little 
slave girl, and then the trip to. the doctor. Just the 
common herd at five dollars the look fill the chairs in 
the great doctor's waiting-room. Doctor goes to see 
Millyuns of the big fee. But Naaman had to sit in 
the front office a little while. So with this. prepara- 
tion and some very sensible friends. Naamgy’s Ori- 
ental dignity was not able to prevent ‘his salvation. 
There used to be a tradition that if a maiden would 
swallow a chieken’s heart whole she would:see her 
future husband presently. A chicken heart-is a hard 
thing to swallow—svhen: you want to. Pride is -just 
like it. But if: you will swallow it whole when you 
ought to you will see your heart's desire coming down 
the road. ‘This-is what Naaman did, and_ got what 
he wanted (Psa. 18 : 27). -(3) 


Curing Faith.—7%en went he down, and dipped.. 
I expect Naaman's.wise . 


himself sevenetimes (Vv. 14). 
escort said, ** Well, your honor, if it does you_no_good 
it can do you no harm, so why not try the treatment ?"” 
When I was in Swarthmore College there were in the 
infirmary a box and a book to cure all college -boys' 
iis. The box was filled with bottles of -little white 
pilis, and had numbers on the corks... When you 
thought. you were sick :you stuck out’ your tongue. 
The color. was noted, and turning to the book you 
were told what number of. bottle to take for a brown, 
blue, black, or some other color tongue. So we all 
got well. One day Jim Pearson took out all the num- 
bered corks, shook them up in his hat, and put them 
back as they came. The medicine-chest went on 
curiug us just the same. You see the cure was not 
in the bottles at all, but in our faith in good Miss 
Eaves, who was a mother tous. Naaman’s cure was 
not in the yellow water of the Jordan, but in his faith 
in the prophet of God, hesitating though that faith 
was. aaman had to go the full limit. He was just 
as much a leper after the sixth dip as after the first. 
The whole treatment or nothing. ‘Thoroughness is 
heaven's watchword. ‘To be clean of sin a man must 
do as much and all God has commanded. Naaman 
could no more have a perfect body with less than 
seven dips than we can have a perfect week with less 
than seven days. The Jordan was muddy, but it 
did the business. There was life in the mud we 
know not how. There is life in the blood we know 
not how, only that it is God’s way (Luke 7: 50; Rev. 
7: 14). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

slustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. : 


At the Cleaner’s.—/ a Jehovah that healeth thee 
(Golden Text). A contemporary moralizes on a sign 
in a ‘‘dry cleaner’s”’ window. It read: ‘*‘ We clean 
everything but reputations.” ‘* No machine,” the 
editor says, ‘thas been invented, no fluid prepared, 
that wili reach down to the heart with purifying 
effect.’’ Only God has provided a way in which souls 
darkened by sin may be made as white as snow.— 
From Herald and Presbyter. Sent by Elisabeth B. 
Stansfield, Pasadena, Cal. 


Useless Advice.—He was also a mighty man of 


valor, but (v. 1). Men get tothe end of their own 
resources, It is said that when one of the most noted 
English physicians was succumbing to a fatal disease, 
he went from one authority tc another until he had 
reached the highest on the continent. Telling this 
man his trouble, he got for a reply, ‘‘ The only man 
who can save you is an English physician, Dr. Dar- 
win of Derby.” ‘ Alas!” was the reply, ‘I am Dr. 
gly of Derby.”— W. 7. Hart, D.D., Dolgevitte, 
. ¥. (a) 


The Boy.—A /itt/e maiden(v. 2). One evening, at 
a service in New York City, I saw a very distin- 
guished looking man rise and say, ‘tI will accept 
Christ.” I went back to the hotel and told my wife 
I believed I had been used by Christ to lead a great 
man toGod. I thought I had, but the next day, 
which was a day of prayer, I saw this man come into 
the service carrying in his arms a little lame boy. 
He brought him forward, and placing him on the 
platform he came over to me, and, placing his hand 
up to his mouth so the child could not hear him, he 
said, ‘‘I want to introduce you to my little Joe; he is 
going to die.” He did not need to tell me that. The 
little fellow’s face was so thin and his hands were so 
white. When I came over, he said with all the pride 
of a tather, ‘‘ This is Joe; he led me to Christ.” I 
confess I was a bit disappointed. ‘Then he told me 
the story. He said: ‘* When the mission started, Joe 


said to me, ‘ Father, I cannot go, but mother will take 
you; and all the time you are gone I will pray.’ I 
never came into the house at night that 1 did not 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


hear the thud of-his little crutch on the floor. as he 
came to welcome me the moment the door was opened. 
He would spring into my arms and say, ‘ Did you 
come?’ But last night he did not ask me, ,I heard 
him coming to the door, and as it was opened he 
sprang into my arms and buried his face in my 
shoulder, and I heard him say with a sob, ‘ You have 
come, you havecome, I know you have.’ "—/Fvrom the 
Rev. J. W. Chapman, in The Christian Herald, 
Sent by Mary £. Watson, Hartford, Conn, The 
prize for this week is awarded to this illustra- 
tion. (2) 


What Had Happened.—/ J/i¢+/e maiden; and she 
waited on Naaman's wife (v. 2). The minister and 
his mother stopped at a little Chinese store the other 
day, for the children are in the primary'department 
of the Sunday-school. Before this, about all that 
could be said was: ‘‘ How are you? We are glad the 
children come. Good-by.” But this time Mrs. Ah 
Chong seemed excited. She left her children and 
drew the mother inside, and with beaming’ face and 
in-breken English she said: **I know God now. I 
know Jesus. I all same you now. Amoe, she tell 
me. She tell me all you say. I pray God now. Be- 
fore, plenty trouble. Now, no matter. Before, I get 
plenty angry. Now, no more. When children grow 
up, I. go to church all time. I all the same kind of 
mother like you are, now.” They started to tell her 
more of the way, but she interrupted, ‘‘I know, I 
know; Amoe, she tell.” And Amoe is in the primary 
class only!—From The Congregationalist, Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn, (3) 


Directing Parliament.— She said unto her mistress 
(v. 3). Some time ago there was 1n Canada a high 
official who at one time in his career took little or no 
interest in missions. He had a little granddaughter 
who was the apple of his eye, and his chief delight 
was to take the child upon his knees and encourage 
her to talk to him of all the things that interested her. 
One of her great interests was missions, and in par- 
ticular a hospital which was being established for 
Blackfoot Indians, and the grandfather drew her to 
tell him all about it, quite unconscious of the fact that 
she was giving missionary information. After atime 
a minister of affairs brought forward a. age 
in Parliament for making a grant for the building of 
a new hospital. Several people rose and opposed the 
measure, when suddenly to the astonishment of all 
concerned the official whose little granddaughter had 
unconsciously primed him with all the necessary in- 
formation, rose to his feet and made such a stirring 
speech in defense of the scheme, and brought such 
weighty arguments to.bear in its favor, that the reso- 
lution was passed and the grant was made.—/7om 
American Messenger. Sent by Burton H. Wins- 
low, Saco, Me. (4) 


Raising Objections.— 2u/ Naaman was wroth, and 
went away, and said, Behold, I thoughi— (vy. 11). 
Naaman did not like the method of getting healed. 
He was almost as foolish as a certain woman who, 
crossing in a ferryboat, told a deckhand that she 
wanted to see the captain when the boat reached the 
other side and make acomplaint. When the captain 
came she said, ‘‘I want to make a complaint about 
those life-preservers in the deck ceiling; just look at 
them,” ‘* Well, what in the world is the matter with 
‘em, madam ?” asked the captain, as he looked up at 
them, ‘Matter with them?” echoed the woman. 
** Don’t you see that they’re dirty? They ought to 
be washed. If a woman with a nice summer dress 
on had to put one of those dusty things over it, it 
would never be fit to wear again.’’ We are reminded 
of a woman who would not kneel at a penitent-form 
because, she said, it needed dusting!—Ffrom The 
Christian Herald. Sent by W. R. Clark, Jersey, 
Eng. 
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Oriental Lesson Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


AD brought away captive out of the land of 

Israel a little maiden (vy. 2). Such acts were 

a common feature of ancient Oriental warfare, 

and are recognized in the Koran as a legitimate right 

of conquest. The writer recently met a young Eng- 

lishman, a war-refugee from Asia Minor, who, after 

the Adana massacre of Armenians, was sent with a 

guard of soldiers into the Turkish villages of the -in- 

terior to discover and report upon those who had 
carried away Armenian women and girls. 

Then would he recover him of his leprosy (v. 3). 
About a year ago a Jew in Alexandria came to a mis- 
sionary in great distress of mind and confessed that 
he was a leper. He was living alone in lodgings, and 
feared that as he came to die his disease would be 
discovered and he would be left to starve and be 
buried like a dog. He had over twenty pounds in 
the savings bank, which he handed over to the mis- 
sionary with the request that he would overcome any 
official formalities and get him decently buried, and 
directing that any surplus was to be used for the 
mission work. As he had a clear voice and a good 
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natural complexion the missionary did not believe it 
and to the man’s surprise rubbed the dark spots on 
his arm with his hand, and told him to consult a re 
liable doctor. Next morning he was to go to the 
government hospital, and when the missionary went 
to see him there, he met him returning from the hogs. 
pital gate. He said that his courage had failed him 
at the entrance, for he feared that they would put 
him into an isolated ward, cover him with chloride of 
lime, and bury him before he was dead. He wag 
taken to a doctor who told him he had dyspepsia, had 
been meddling with quack medicines, and would 
require to be on strict diet for six months. He is 
now weil, and has replaced his money in the bank! 

And now when this letter is come unto thee (v. 6), 
This would be a very abrupt beginning for an Orien. 
tal letter. Most likely there was an introduction 
about the mutual interest and sympathetic claims of 
neighborhood, andthe quotation of a proverb such 
as, ‘‘ How many brothers I have had who were not 
sons.of my father!” Then would follow, ‘‘ And now 
when this letter,” etc. 

My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing (v. 13). The appeal of family relation. 
ship.both implied devotion and excused the liberty 
taken. in offering advice. Owing, to the feeling of 


-common interest created by family life, and also to 


the excitable nature of their masters, servants in an 
Oriental house often indulge in such offering of ad- 
vice and expostulation. 

Are not Abanah and Pharpar? (vy. 12.) This 
eager championship of local privileges and customs 
is a.marked feature of Oriental life. Each village 
has the most ‘beautiful view of hill and valley, the 
lightest and coldest water, and the most delicious 
grapes.in all Syria. 

ACEXANDRIA, Eoypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE number 37.0n our map marks a spot on the 
west bank of Jordan, where we may stand close 
to the water, looking nearly east across the 

stream. 










SCALE QF MILES 


Myo wP <u, 10,, ¥» 
E4 Jabesh Gilead.” 7%: 


. oe i 








- «lazer 


>-Beth Nimrah, / ye 














4 Vg WO . 
Gibedr. Jericho rt 
pre Orn fille, __ sis Ut Plaga: Bi 
1 MAP PATENT No.656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


Just at this point the ground is bare, but at right 
and left the bank is covered with a tangled growth 
of bushes and small trees. Part of the eastern bank 
is in sight at the other side of the stream, and that is 
wooded too. The water is not clear, but yellowish 
brown with its burden of clayey soil, torn away from 
banks farther up stream. 

Nobody to-day knows at exactly what part of the 
river Naaman made up his mind to obey the prophet’s 
message, and bathed in these unattractive waters. 
But it was probably not far from here. 

Some swarthy Bedouins stand now near us on the 
river bank, their Oriental robes and head-coverings 
making them look much as Naaman’s Syrian follow- 
ers looked twenty-seven or eight centuries ago, as 
they waited and watched. We do not know that any 
of those men actually embraced the religion of Elisha, 
but we may be sure they never quite forgot the 
strange events they saw come to pass in the hurrying 
waters of this river. 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘‘ Baptizing in the Jor- 
dan.” 

‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
Stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places vea/. Forty-five places will be visited during 
1915s ; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if they are all 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. Eleven places will be described with the lessons of the 
fourth quarter; the stereographs cost $1.84. The five for 
October alone cost 84 cents. Less than five in one order are 
20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides of 
the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are: plain slides, 40 
cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or 
express will be prepaid on all orders for stereographs of 
Stereoscopes. Address ‘The Sunday School Times Co., 103! 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 17 (2 Kings 5) 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 


may we learn from thee how to obey in the 
small things by which thou dost lead us to 
plessings beyond measure. Keep us from the 
folly of choosing thy methods for thee, and of 
questioning thy orders. May nothing seem to 
ys anv better than thy way, and may we have 
not only the outward neaemg « a child's clean 
trustfulness after proving thee, but a child- 
like heart of readiness to take thy word as 
enough, from the beginning. In thy dear name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.— Many years ago a ten- 

ar-old boy was looking at the first reaper 
ever seen in his home neighborhood in 
Scotland. The farmer who owned the strange 
new machine was in trouble over it. Some- 
thing was wrong. The reaper wouldn’t 
reap. The boy was studying the machine 
closely. At last he said, hardly daring to 
make the suggestion, ‘1 think if you will 
take out that pin it will go all right.” The 
farmer might have said, ** Nonsense ! What 
do you know about reapers? Do you think 


alittle thing like that could make all that}. 


trouble ?”? Instead of talking that way, he 
just pulled out the pin, and the reaper 
reaped. That boy was William Waddell, 
who became a mechanic- missionary in 
Africa. (1) 

Look at that man Naaman. A mighty 
man of valor,—but there was a hitch in 
his machinery. He was a what? Yes; 
and when you have said ‘ leper.’’ you have 
flashed a fearful picture upon the screen,— 
aman doomed to a slow decay of: body in 
awful sores. He would some day be crip- 
pled, and forlorn, and rejected by all around 
him. That was a bad prospect. 

And the remedy seemed trivial to him. 
Nonsense! Just wash in that muddy Jor- 
dan? Why had the child sent him to that 
curt old prophet? It was absurd. How 
keenly the servants sized up Naaman then! 
They changed his mind. You know the 
rest. Clean! Oh, how his heart must have 
leaped when he saw his body actually free 
from the horrible curse! To you it may be 
that it is just a seemingly little thing that 
God kas asked you to do, in order that he 
may free you from the death of sin. What 
is it, I wonder, that you will not do to be 
wholly cleansed by the blood of Christ? 
One who will not turn to Christ is in 
worse plight than Naaman. Why not 
let the words of teacher and parents, pas- 
tor and superintendent, turn you to-day to 
simple obedience, and lead you to accept 


NAAMAN cuean 


“BE THOU CLEAN” 














Do you remember the poor leper who 
trusted Christ to make him clean? He was 
not disappointed, Nor will any one who 
comes to him for cleansing through and 
through. Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


% 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* I've found a Friend : O such a Friend.”’ 
“| was a wandering sheep.”’ 
* Jesus is tenderly calling thee home."’ 
** Just as I am, without one plea.”’ 
** My hope is built on nothing less."’ 
“ Fhe Great Physician now is here.”* 
* There’s a wideness in God's mercy.” 
"Though your sins be as scarlet.”’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.’’) 

Psalm 103 : 1-12 (211 : 1-4). 

Psalm 130 : 1-8 (282 : 1-4). 

Psalm 119 : 25-32 (244 : I-3). 

Psalm 143 : I-12 (307.: I-3). 

Psalm 116 : I-19 (235 : I-3). 


-% 


Mr, Philip E. Howard has gathered 
nearly one hundred and fifty of the brief 
prayers that have appeared in his weekly 
article for superintendents. With each prayer 
tsa reference to the Scripture upon which 
the thought of the prayer centers. It may 
be obtained from The Sunday School Times 
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| Department Helps 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Bible stories about little girls are 

. very few, so for the Primary children 

the little maid’s part should be em- 

phasized. The story is full of interest and 

action, and perfectly told in Scripture lan- 

uage. 

: Elisha’s part.and power in healing Naa- 

man give evidence that God imparted to him 

a double portion of the spirit of Elijah, This 
viewpoint is for adults, 

The pride, personal appearance, and mili- 
tary bearing of Naaman the soldier were 
greatly lessened by his leprosy. For Juniors 
and Intermediates the story may be told from 
Naaman’s viewpoint. 

Lesson Teaching.—A child may be helpful 
and make others happy. 

lntroduction.—Have you heard the story 
of Pollyanna? If not, ask your mother to 
read it to you. Pollyanna learned the glad 
game from her father. When she went to 
live among strangers she tried to make 
everybody happy, and she did. 

Lesson Story.—Long, long ago in a coun- 
try far away there lived a little girl who tried 
to help: everybody and make them happy. 
We do not know her name, but in the Bible 
she is called *‘the little maid.’’ She may 
have learned the glad game from God’s 
prophet Elisha, for when she was very little 
she lived in the same country where Elisha 
helped so many people. 

Review.—Encourage the children to recall 
Elisha’s friendship for Elijah and his request 
for a double portion of the same helpful 
spirit. Elisha helped the people of Jericho 
by healing their bitter, poison spring (2: 19- 
22). Elisha traveled from place to place and 
helped so many people that even the children 
knew about him. 

This. Week's Lesson Story. — The little 
maid was taken to live in another land. Her 
home was with the family of a great soldier 
who was an officer in the king’s army. His 
name was Naaman, He was brave and had 
won great victories and honor. Sometimes 
he was at home and sometimes he was away 
with his army. Surely the little maid loved 
to see Naaman in his fine uniform. 

She waited on Naaman’s wife, doing such 
helpful things as a little girl could do to make 
others happy, although she was away from 
her own family and friends. Like any little 
girl, she must have enjoyed seeing the beau- 
tiful clothes and jewels which her mistress 
wore, 

Although so rich and grand, the little maid 
noticed that her mistress was often sad. She 
learned that Naaman had a dreadful disease 
called leprosy, which no one had been able 
to cure. Here was her chance: 


‘*Great Naaman, the Syrian, could never 


happy be ; 

A brave and mighty man he was,—a leper, 
too, was he, 

Till from the land of Israel a little captive 
maid 


Once served the wife of Naaman, and thus to 
her she said : 


Would God that my Lord were with the 
prophet (Elisha) who is in Samaria! then 
would he recover him of his leprosy. 

Some one told Captain Naaman ard some 
one told the king what the little maid said, 
so they planned that Naaman should journey 
to the land of Israel to see whether Elisha 
could cure him. 

Naaman’s king wrote a letter to Elisha’s 
king telling why he sent Naaman. He sent 
presents of gold, silver, and fine clothing. 
The fine procession started. Naaman had 
horses and chariots, servants and soldiers. 

The king of Israel was surprised to see 
them, and when he read the letter he was 
troubled, for he thought that Naaman’s king 
was seeking a quarrel, for surely nobody 
could cure a leper (v. 7)! 

The people of Samaria had seen the fine 
procession on -its way to the king’s palace. 
Elisha-heard about it too, and knew that the 
king was troubled. Elisha sent word to the 
king, Let Naaman come to me; he shall 
know that God’s prophet is in Israel. 

The fine procession went to the house of 
Elisha, who did not go out, but sent a mes- 
senger to tell Naaman to go and wash in the 
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Jordan River seven times.. Naaman was used 





to giving commands, and expected every 
soldier to obey him, but he didn’t want to 
obey Elisha’s orders until one of his servants 
said, My father, if the prophet had bid you 
do some great thing, would you not have 
done it? Then Naaman obeyed and was 
healed (repeat vs, 11-14). 

Again the fine horses and chariots stood 
before Elisha’s house, Naaman saw Elisha 
this time and said, Now I know that there is 
no God in all the earth but in Israel. He 
offered presents of gold, silver, and fine 
clothes, but Elisha would not take them. 
Iie wanted Naaman to know, ‘‘I am Jeho- 
vah that healeth thee.’? Naaman did under- 
stand, and promised that when he went 
home he would worship the true God of 
Elisha. He made a strange request. He 
asked for as much earth or dirt from the land 
of Israel as two mules could carry, for he 
wanted to use it for an altar or a place to 
worship the true God. Elisha let him have 
it, and said, ‘*Go in peace,’’ so Naaman and 
his procession went home. 

Everybody was happy because he was well. 
Elisha was happy because his God could 
heal. Both kings were happy and had no 
quarrel, Naaman and his soldiers and ser- 
vants were happy because Naaman could be 
a fine, strong officer once more, Two others 
were watching and waiting at Naaman’s 
home. ‘The little maid must have prayed 
often, and cheered her mistress to believe 
that her God could cure Naaman through 
his prophet Elisha, One day they saw the 
procession returning, and could hardly wait 
until they saw that Naaman was really cured. 
The little maid must have been happiest of 
all, because she had helped so many others 
to be happy (repeat Prov. 20: 41). 

Expression,—Let the children impersonate 
the principal characters, and reproduce the 
story as a review. They may mention or 
write something helpful which they.can do 
to make others happy. 


CHICAGO. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


SK your girls to imagine themselves busy 
A helping mother some morning when 
the rumor comes that the people who 
live in the adjoining country are invading your 
land, seizing your possessions, Very soon a 
wagon halts at your deor. Some stern, gruff 
men enter. They take what they please. 
When ready to leave they snatch you from 
your mother’s arms, put you in their wagon 
and drive on, Oh, the agony of being sepa- 
rated from your loved ones, and not knowing 
what they were going to do with you. ‘They 
gave you food and were kind. ‘They drove 
on day afterday. You wondered if they were 
never to stop. It seemed as if you could not 
have endured this had it not been for your 
trust in God. Your parents had taught you 
of God. You studied the Word for yourself, 
While you could not understand ‘this experi- 
ence, you loved God and knew that somehow 
he would take care of you. 

At length you stopped before a magnificent 
house in the city of Damascus. General 
Naaman, captain of the entire Syrian army 
lived there. Such a wonderful’ house you 
never had seen, Oh, the beautiful furniture, 
tapestries, and ornaments! Distinguished 
friends were constantly coming and going. 
Benhadad, the king of Syria, himself called 
very often to consult your master. General 
Naaman was a most honored man. His fame 
was known far since God through him had 
brought victory to Syria. 

Mr. and Mrs. Naaman seemed to have 
everything that heart could wish. You ex- 
pected them to be happy, but they were not, 
Both were so sad and downhearted. You 
often saw Mrs, Naaman wipe tears from her 
eyes. Then onedayshetold you. ‘They did 
not think seriously of the little white spot at 
first. It had grown worse and worse. They 
had tried every known cure, but Naaman was 
aleper. Very soon he must be banished to 
suffer and die alone. Continue to tell the 
story, and set forth the practical truths. 

How like all sinners Naaman was! We 
may have all that earth can give us. We ex- 
pect this to make us happy, but it doesn’t. 


For the poison of sin is in the veins (Isa. 57: | 


21). It will spread until} one day it will sepa- 
rate us from all that we hold dear. Naaman 
doubtless tried all sorts of salves, good works, 
philanthropy, morality. External human 
applications are of no avail as a cure for sin. 
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The malady requires a superhuman cleansing 
from within, 

Probably very little attention was given to 
the little maid’s suggestion at first. What 
could an old Jewish prophet do more than 
others. But like a drowning man catching 
at a straw, the possibility of being cured in- 
spired Naaman, The trouble with many in 
sin is that they are content. They like their 
sin, Would that these could be aroused to 
see the hopelessness of their condition. 

Imagine the excitement of getting Naaman 
off. The thoroughbred horses were har- 
nessed, the finest and costliest robes were 
selected. Naaman carried perhaps $80,000 
with him, beside a letter of introduc- 
tion from the king of Syria to the king oé 
Israel. The maid mentioned the prophet, 
not the king, Little wonder that King Je- 
horam was alarmed when this magnificent 
cortége halted at his palace and he learned 
the errand. The king of Syria had supposed 
that the king of Israel would know about the 
prophet, perhaps shelter him in his home, 
Some people live amid mighty evidences of 
God yet they know as little of God as if they 
were in the heart of heathenism. Compare 
the king’s and Elisha’s attitude toward Naa- 
man, 

Of whom is Elisha a type as he invites even 
a leper to come? (Matt. 11 : 28). Atlength 
Naaman and his splendid retinue drive 
up to Elisha’s home and wait for Elisha to 
come and ask Naaman’serrand, But Elisha 
did notcome. Like the true man of God he 
did not cater to money, fame, or name. 

Naaman had to be humbled before God 
could heal him. Like many he expected to 
buy his healing. He expected his moral 
life and kind deeds to be sufficient, but he 
had to kneel and say out, ** Nothing in my 
hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling.” 
God be praised that money can not buy sal- 
vation and that education and good works 
will not earn it (Eph, 2 : 8,9; Rom. 6:23). 
If they did, many of us would have little 
chance, 

Observe Naaman’s pride and anger (v. 11). 
Naaman had it all planned out. ‘I thought’’ 
—our own ideas of how. we shall be saved 


| may keep us from being saved. A oung 


girl said recently, ‘+1 don’t believe in hell.’ 
My dear, whether you do or do not believe 
in hell, God: does, When we stand before 
Christ, we shall be judged not according to 
what we ¢hiné but according to what God says 
(John 3: 36). You ask, ‘*IfI live as uprightly 
as my Christian friends, can’t I be saved 
without making confession of Christ?’’? The 
man of God said, ‘* Wash in Jordan.” 
Naaman’s philosophy of how it should be done 
very nearly lost him his cure (vs. 11, 12). 
We needn’t think we can dictate to God. If 
we are saved it is because we have conformed 
to God’s plan—faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 
4:12). (1) 

Some girl says, ‘If I take Jesus Christ 
my friends will scoff at me.’’ I can imagine 
Naaman thinking, as he was about to dip into 
that muddy stream, how the folks at home 
would laugh at him; but would it have been 
wise for Naaman to have listened to their 
foolishness and been cursed the rest of his 
days? 

Doubtless after Naaman had made his first 
dip he expected his flesh to look changed. 
But it didn’t, ‘Two, three, four, five, six 
times he went in. He was discouraged. Al- 
most without hope, he plunged the seventh 
time. Then, ob whit a change! It’s when 
we are doing the complete will of God that 
God can perform his miracles in us. When 
we fulfil the condition, God fulfils his 
promise. 

What cured Naaman? How happy the 
little Jewish girl must have been to know that 
God had used her in the curing of Naaman. 
| Undoubtedly she was often lonesome and 
homesick for the home folks. Perhaps her 
work, too, was very hard. She knew God. 
She couldn’t preach. But she could talk to 
others about him as she worked. What 
seemed a great misfortune became a great op- 
portunity. (2) 

A'young girl in Philadelphia worked for a 
man who was very hard and harsh. One day 
he said to her, ‘* Why is it that you do not 
resent the things I say and do in ill temper 
as do the other girls in my employ?’’ She 
replied that it was Christ in her who restrained 





her. Againhecametoher. ‘I believe you 
are praying for me.’’? She told him she was. 
Only a short while afterward he yielded and 
accepted Christ. Prayer-meetings were 
| Started in his office. Of the eleven girls em- 

ployed nine have received Christ. In the 
‘men’s prayer meeting twelve of the twenty 
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have come out for God, including the mana- 


ger, who was an atheist. ‘This superinten- 
dent is but a young man of twenty-three years. 
He feels God’s largest field of service for him 
is in India, He is now preparing to go there 
as a missionary at his own expense. (3) 

Are we letting God work through us as he 
did through these two girls? ‘There will be 
miracles when we do, 


Next Week’s Lesson 


Who was king of Israel? Of Syria? 

How did Elisha know the Syrian plans? 

What were the horses and ciiariots of fire ? 

Why did not the young man see at first 
what Elisha saw ? 

Relate your own or another's experience 
of God’s protection. 


Los ANGELES, CAL. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


“ O ANY of you boys know what 
killed General Grant ?’’ was teach- 
er’s first question. 

Fred Keller said it was cancer, according 
to the history, and that he suffered with it a 
long time before he finally gave up. 

Then teacher explained that the lesson 
was about another famous general long ago, 
who also suffered from an incurable and fatal 
disease—leprosy. 

We found out that General Naaman was 
head of the Syrian armies, with headquarters 
at Damascus, His king’s name was Ben- 
hadad, and they were all idolaters. Mr. 
Mason said he thinks it must have been a 
wild form of leprosy, for people didn’t seem 
to be afraid of Naaman, but it would un- 
doubtedly have killed him in time if he 
hadn’t gotten cured, 

‘* How did Naaman hear of a way to be 
cured ?’? was Carl’s home study question, 
So he told about the little girl that had been 
captured from some town in Israel and sold 
to Mrs. Naaman for a slave, just like Joseph 
was sold to Potiphar down in Egypt long be- 
fore. The little girl told Mrs. Naaman that 
Elisha, God’s prophet, could cure leprosy. 
She told her husband. -He or somebody 
else told the king, and the king said to 
try it, 

“Mr. Mason thinks that little girl must 
have been a real Christian, She didn’t for- 
get God when everybody around her was 
worshiping idols, and she forgave those who 
kept her in slavery, and tried to help them, 

He told a story about a boy who went 
away to school and found he was about the 
ouly Christian in the whole bunch. He was 
awfully tempted not to wear his C. E. pin 
nor tell that he belonged to the church. 
But he decided to be true to his Master, so 
he just went on the same as he did at home, 
going to prayer-meeting and everything. 
The fellows made it hot for him at first, but 
finally they liked him all the better, and be- 
fore he graduated he organized a Christian 
Endeavor society of ten boys right in his 
room, (1) 

Bumps described how Naaman got ready 
for his trip to Samaria, where Elisha lived. 
The chariot and horses had to be made 
ready, and probably other chariots and a lot 
of servants went along.. He had a special 
letter of introduction from King Benhadad 
to the king of Israel and over eighty thou- 
sand dollars, besides ten suits of clothes for 
a fee to the healer, Teacher thinks they 
must have had camels to carry all this gold 
and silver, or maybe mules (v. 17). 

Fatty told how Naaman thought the king 
of Israel would receive him with great pomp, 
send for the healer and have him make a big 
pow-wow, waving his wand or hand or some- 
thing and saying some magical words before 
a big crowd of admiring courtiers. 

My part was how the king of Israel forgot 
about Elisha and took Benhadad’s letter as 
an insult. He sure did get worked up over 
it. He even tore his shirt and was about 
ready to fight. 

‘*Who saved the day?’’ asked teacher, 
and we told him how Elisha sent word for 
Naaman to come down to his house and he 
would show him what God could do. 

Teacher brought out how coldly Elisha 
treated Naaman. Instead of coming out and 
bowing down to the great man he just sent 
out a prescription by a servant. Mr. Mason 
said this was to show Naaman he must not 
trust in earthly position. He must feel his 
need and come to God as a leper, not as a 
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general, just as we all have to come confess- 
ing our sin, 

Bert had the question about what Naaman 
was commanded to do, The prescription 
was to go down to the Jordan River and take 
seven baths, 

Teacher wanted to know why Elisha picked 
on such a foolish stunt as that, and then 
showed us that God told him to, so as to 
test Naaman’s faith and let him know that it 
was God and not Elisha who healed him. 

Bulldog told how mad Naaman was at 
first. He was insulted at the thought that 
he needed a bath, or that the Jordan could 
do anything his own home rivers could not 
do. LHe acted like some of the men at the 
big revival last spring. ‘*H’m, if I’ve got 
to go to that rough tabernacie and walk up 
that sawdust trail to get saved I’ll go with- 
out. Why won’t it do just as weli to go for- 
ward in our own beautiful church? ’’ 

But his servants showed Naaman he’d bet- 
ter come to it, even if it did seem foolish and 
hurt his pride. So away the whole crowd 
went to the river, maybe thirty miles away. 
The old general pulled off his clothes and 
jumped in, and when he came up from the 
seventh dip, sure enough, he was well. 

Teacher passed around our stereoscope 
and a picture of the Jordan River as it is 
now near where Naaman must have gone.1 
It isn’t much bigger than Sugar Creek, and 
looks muddy, but some wonderful things 
have been done on its banks. 

** Was Naaman grateful ?’’ asked teacher, 

‘*Sure thing,’’ declared Bulldog. ‘* He 
started right back ‘to give the big fee to 
Elisha and probably had a praise service all 
the way.’’ 

**Why would Elisha not take the gift, 


last home question, 

Fred thought it was to teach Naaman that 
God’s mercy cannot be bought, but is a free 
gift in response to faith, 
is our loving loyalty, 

**Was Naaman converted to the true 
God ?’’ asked teacher, and we all thought he 
was because he declared he would never 
worship idols again (v. 17). P 

Then teacher talked about how sin is to 
our souls what leprosy is to the body, and 
how the blood of Christ is our Jordan River. 


** There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 
And sinners plunged beneath its flood 
Lose all their guilty stains." 


Our next home study questions are : 


What plan of warfare did the king of Syria 
adopt ? 

Why did the ambushes fail ? 

How was Elisha’s informing to be stopped ? 

Who discovered the besieging army at 
Dothan ? 

Why was Elisha not afraid ? 

How was the servant’s fear removed ? 

liow was Elisha delivered ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Lesson Truths. 
Living our religion among strangers. 
Humility in seeking God. 
God's mercy a gift. 
Beginning. 
What killed General Grant. 


Another afflicted general, and how he was 
cured. 


1. Hearing of a Cure. 


Story. 
Il, Seeking a Cure. 


How did Naaman get ready for the trip? 

How was Naaman expecting to be healed? 

Why was the king of Israel troubled ? 

Who saved the day ? 

How did Elisha receive Naaman? 

Why did Elisha treat Naaman so coldly ? 

What was Naaman commanded to do ? 

Why did Elisha command such a humbling 
thing ? 

Ill, Finding a Cure. 

How did Naaman 
Picture, 

Was Naaman grateful ? 

Why would not Elijah take the money ? 

Was Naaman converted to the true God ? 

TERRE HAvrteE, IND. 


take such treatment? 





1 See “* Visiting the Lesson Scenes,’’ page 570 in 
this issue. 
> 4 


** Justa Minute, by Dr. Charles Frederic 
Goss, is a little book of daily readings. Tt 
affords suggestive material for prayer-meet- 
ing talks. Copies may be had for 50 cents, 
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' postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 


Fred?’’ asked Mr. Mason, calling for the | 


How did Naaman hear of a way to be cured ? | 








deal with the need. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








AM increasingly convinced that family 
worship is a veritable ‘* bulwark ’’ of 
the nation, A family altar in every 

home is a surer defense to any people than 
all the Krupp, Hotchkiss, Howitzer, or Wool- 
wich guns put together. The old patriarchs 
were very zealous in the erection of their 
altars. The altar was a symbol of their de- 
votion to their God, and wherever they went 
the altar went with them. 

In New Testament times there was what 
is called ** The church in thy house.’’ This 
is a very significant phrase. We find it in 
Paul’s letter to Philemon, and also in those 
to Colosse and Rome (Col. 4:15; Rom. 
16:5). It does not require a nave or a 
chancel to make such a church. The pres- 
ence of Christ, true devotion, and, an atmos- 
phere of worship, and there is built up at 
once the home church. Such a home is 
Christ-governed, and in it Christ is supreme. 
The nation which guards well the altar in 
the home may count on God guarding the 
nation, 

October II to 17 
Mon.—2 King's 5: 1-14. 
Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian. 

Naaman was a ‘‘ great man in a great 
place; rich and raised’’; but no man’s 
greatness, honor, victories, or valor can put 
him out of reach of sore calamities, Naa- 
man’s pride had to be humbled before a cure 
could be wrought. How simple, ‘* Wash 
and be clean.’’ For us sinners it is, ** Be- 
lieve and be saved.”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: As the working 


7" : | week again opens pray for all business men, 
The gift he wants | 


Many of them are weighted with heavy bur- 
dens and crushing cares, Prayer on their 
behalf will help to strengthen their hearts 
for the day’s duties, Pray for employers of 
labor and for the great capitalists of the 
land, thatin all their dealings and trans- 
actions they may be true to Christian ideals, 
Tues.—2 Kings 5 : 15-27. 
Unselfishness and Avarice. 

God was as much glorified in the proph- 
et’s refusal of Naaman’s gold as in the heal- 
ing of Naaman’s leprosy. Gehazi, on the 
other hand, was caught in the gold meshes, 
Multitudes, by coveting worldly wealth, 
have erred from the faith and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: What a harvest 
of pain many have reaped by their inordi- 


nate greed of gold. Let us pray to be de-. 


livered from all avarice, greed, covetousness, 
vapacity, and miserliness, and that our lives 
may be made beautiful by the possession of 
the riches of his grace and Spirit. Prav 
fora large-hearted, liberal, bountiful soul, 
Wed.—Num. 12: 4-15. A Severe Lesson. 

Quaint and good Matthew Ilenry says : 
‘*When God goes evil comes; expect no 
good when God departs.’? Leprosy came 
upon Miriam for despising God’s chosen 
leader. If so-severe a chastisement was 
meted out to her for speaking. against. Moses, 
what shall the end be of those who sin against 
Christ ? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a great 
wave of spiritual powerand blessing to come 
Jrom on high, The indifference on the part 
of the masses to spiritual things is truly ap- 
palling, and the churches seem impotent to 
Worldliness, cross pur- 


| poses, superficial grasp of the verities of our 


faith, and false ideas of the church's mis- 


| ston have greatly weakened her testimony. 
| ** Oh, that God would rend the heavens and 





come down [”” 
Thurs.— Matt. 20 : 20-28. A Call to Service. 
The road to honor and exaltation is by the 
pathway of humility. With the inspiring ex- 
ample of our blessed Lord before us, we 
should count it the privilege of life to serve 
one another. He that goes down the deep- 
est in this service of self-denying humility 
shall rise the highest in the kingdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zhe mission field 
ts calling loudly for the prayers of the peo- 
ple of God in the homeland. Since Italy’s 
entrance into the European war many of 
the missionaries in that land have been 
sorely tried. Conscription has claimed all 
the men of the missions, whether-they are 
married or single. Hundreds and. thou- 
sands of young Italians have gone into the 
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firing line, leaving young mothers and in. 
fants, in many cases to much suffering and 
distress, Let us take Italy on our hearts in 
prayer. Pray for the National Missionary 
Campaign beginning to-day in Chicago, Ill. 


Fri.—Matt. 15: 21-31. Friend and Healer. 

What a sad conception we get here of 
human need, ‘‘the lame, blind, dumb, 
maimed, and many others.’’ Sin works 
strange havoc throughout the entire realm of 
our being. Christ is with his people as of 
old to heal and bless if we will but ** cast at 
his feet.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Makea confidant 
of the Lord. He loves to be trusted. Ge 
into the habit of referring everything to him, 
Take to him the plans, purpose, and duty of 
to-day, and ask his guidance in and blessing 
upon all you propose to undertake, Such 
cheerful confidence in him gives a beautiful 
lustre to life. 


Sat.—Luke 17: 11-19. Ten Lepers Healed. 

The faith which was obedient to the 
word of Jesus met its own reward. They 
all went to the Priest. They a// got what 
they wanted—a cure, immediate, perfect, 
free, and permanent. Only one returned in 
gratitude to the Divine Healer, We are all 
sinners by unthankfulness, and we lose much 
thereby. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Do we ever at- 
tempt to ** count our blessings’? ? It would 
be a difficult task. Then why not be louder 
and more insistent in our gratitude to God 
for his marvelous goodness. Praise him for 
home, loved ones, the comforts and jovs of 
life, health, and vigor, Let our praise life 
heep pace with our prayer life. 


Sun.—Luke 10 : 25-37, The Good Samaritan. 

Yesterday’s reading lesson tells of a Sa- 
maritan who returned to give Christ thanks 
for healing. ‘To-day’s lesson speaks of an- 
other Samaritan, who was capable of showing 
a better spirit than either priest or Levite, 
Christians ought to do **more than others” 
in relief of sorrow and need. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Do we stfficiently 
think of and pray for those who are not 
privileged to attend the house of God? . .The 
Lord has his ** shut-in”? ones everywhere, 
These are called to serve him in the fires of 
affliction. Let usin our ministry of inter- 
cession remember such, also all watchers by 
the sick, nurses, doctors, and surgeons, who, 
through their calling, are largely deprived 
of the uplifting influences of the sanctuary. 
Remember prayerfully the Laymen’s Mis- 
stonary Convention at Buffalo, N. Y. 


New York Ciry. 





Children at Home 











Blindie the Mole 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T WAS Trottie who first made the ac- 
quantance of Blindie. He was trotting 
down a slope of the lawn, very busy as 

usual-in visiting all of the trees and bugs and 
flowers that he had not seen since yesterday. 
Down by the Violet Hill, where the first 
violets grow in the’ spring, he stopped to look 
at the Perplexing Trees which grew on that 
slope. ‘There were four of them and they 
always bothered him. One was a spruce, 
One was a pine, one was a hemlock and the 
other was a balsam fir. 

Every time he walked down there with the 
Chief Woodsman, who in private life was 
called Father, he had to pass an examination 
on these trees. So to-day he was saying ovet 
to himself, ‘* Short needles, hemlock ; long 
needles, pine; middle-sized needles all 
round the stem, spruce ; middle-sized needles 
flat on one side with nice smell, fir.’’ 

Just as he said the word ‘fir,’’ right at 
his feet there was an earthquake. At any 
rate, where the ground was covered with 
pine-needles close to the trees, the earth 
moved and broke and rose up in little waves 
and dropped down again leaving a long hol- 
low ridge. If that wasn’t an earthquake, 
Trottie didn’t know what was. At first he 
was going to run, for he had always heard 
that earthquakes were extremely dangerous. 
As nothing seemed to happen, however, he 
stuck the toe of his stumpy little shoe into 
the very middle of the earthquake. 

It struck something round and fuzzy, and 
he kicked out upon the pine-needles a strange 
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LESSON FOR OCT, 17 (2 Kings 5) 


little animal covered with soft, fine black 
fur. It had a long flexible nose which was 
star-shaped at the end, but—no eyes or ears. 
Its forepaws were broad and flat with long, 
sharp, curved claws, and they had white, 
wrinkled palms, ‘They were bowed out so 
that when brought together the backs touched 
each other. The minute the strange animal 
touched the ground it began to swim right 
down through the earth before Trottie’s a- 
stonished eyes. As it was going out of sight 
‘Yyottie pulled it out just in time. 

Holding it carefully by the back of the 
neck, out of the way of its sharp little teeth, 
Trottie started for the house. On the way 
he passed the big lilac bush by which stood 
Henry and Honey’s sand-box, where they 
built tremendous forts and laid long lines of 
railways and planned other important build- 
ing and mining operations, A bright idea 
came to Trottie. He would put Blindie, as 
he had already named the little beastie, on 
the sand and let him dig as many tunnels as 
he pleased, for underneath and on all sides 
was an inch-thick plank, He did, and with 
one stroke Mr. Blindie swam out of sight. 
That evening when the Chief Woodsman 


arrived be was met by all three of the boys, | 


who all together and at once told him the 
happenings of the day. 

‘Quite so,’* remarked the Chief Woods- 
man, when they at last stopped for breath, 
“JT understand the whole thing. Trottie 
caught a Blindie. He’s not lost, only you 
can’t find him. Now come along with me 
and we’ll go mining after him.’’ 

So they went out to the sand-box with a 
lantern and a spade, and after a lot of tree- 
hand digging the Woodsman found Blindie 
in a tunnel in one corner of the box. Then 
he gave them a talk, as he always did about 
any new thing, ‘‘Because,’’ as he would say, 
‘*no boy could expect to become a Scout if 
he didn’t learn al) about the live things which 
lived and grew and flew in his own yard.”’ 

‘* Fellow-citizens,’’ he began, impressively, 
taking a firm grip on Blindie’s plush-like 
fur, ‘this fierce and enormous quadruped 
which I hold so bravely in my right hand is 
known as the Mole. He’s called Mole be- 
cause that’s his name.”’ 

‘*We’d rather call him Blindie,’’ inter- 
rupted Honey at this point. 

‘‘Quite right,’? said the Woodsman, 
‘that’s a better name, but in order that 
ignorant people may entirely understand you 
just add the word ‘Mole’ to it, and call 
him ‘ Blindie the Mole.’ There are five 
kinds of blindies in the United States,’’ he 
went on, ‘*this one is called the star-nosed 
mole because, instead of having a pointed 
nose like Henry, or a snub-nose like Trottie, 
ora very fine large round nose like mine, 
he prefers a nose with a star at the end of 
it, This kind is found in Pennsylvania and 
in New York and in New England, and in 
the same district is also found the common 
mole and a mole named Brewer’s mole be- 
cause it was discovered by a man named 
Brewer, ‘The other two kinds are only 
found on the Pacific coast. 

‘* There are three other little animals which 
are sometimes mixed up with the mole,’’ 
continued the Woodsman, *‘ there is a shrew, 
which is a very fierce kind of mouse with a 
long, mole-like nose, the vole, or meadow- 
mouse, and the pocket-gopher in the West, 
like a small woodchuck, No other animal, 
however, has such broad hands or wears its 
eyes and ears underneath its skin. When it 
is home it lives from twelve to fifteen inches 
below the ground, deep enough to escape 
any plough.” 

‘*But, father,’? objected Trottie, ‘‘ this 
one was only an inch or so below the ground 
aoe was making a tunnel when I caught 

im,”’ 

‘*That was one of his hunting tunnels,” 
explained the Woodsman. ‘‘ Every mole 
has a lot of shallow runways just under the 
top of the ground. He runs through all of 
these every day and picks up earth-worms 
and grubs and other insects that he may find 
there. When game gets scarce he digs new 
tunnels, and he takes great care of them. 
If you make a hole in any of the litttle ridges 
that you see along the lawn, and go there 
the next day you will find that Mr. Mole has 
mended it. His nest is a little round room 
four or five inches across and about a foot 
underground, and filled with fine grass which 
he has pulled in by the roots from below.”’ 

** Does he go to sleepin the winter like the 
chipmunk and the woodchuck,’’ inquired 
Trottie. 

“No,” said father, ‘*the mole is one of 
the few animals that is just as lively in winter 
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asin summer. When'the winter comes he 
goes down deep below the frost just as the 
earthworms do and he runs around just as 
he does in summer through his tunnels, only, 
of course, they are very much deeper.”’ 

‘*John the gardener says,’’ interrupted 
Henry, ‘‘that moles do lots of harm and 
that we ought to kill this one.”’ 

‘There was a loud wail of protest from 
Trottie and Honey at this suggestion, and it 
was some time before the Woodsman could 
be heard. 

‘“*They do some harm,’’ he explained, 
‘*but they do more good, so we won’t kill 
any blindies on this place. They don’t eat 
roots or plants, although sometimes different 
kinds of mice use their tunnels who do and 
Mr. Mole gets the blame. They do make 
trouble in gardens and on lawns by displac- 
ing the seeds and roots and making long 
ugly ridges. 





On the other hand, a mole eats | 


it own weight every day in white grubs, | 


earthworms, beetles, larva, spiders, centi- | 


pedes and other insects, many of which do a 
great deal of harm to plants, Besides kill- 
ing off the grubs, moles help the gardeners 
in another way. ‘Their tunnels mix the soil 


and sift the earth so that the air and water | 
can get in, and in the long run plants grow a | 
great deal better after a mole has been a.- | 


round, although he may disturb their roots | 


a good deal at first.’’ 

** Brownie, John’s fox-terrier,’’ interrupted 
Honey, ‘* smelled of Blindie and we were 
afraid he was going to bite him, but he only 
squivveled up his nose and went away.”’ 

‘*VYes,’? said the Woodsman, ‘‘there are 
not many animals that will touch a mole. 
Their fur has a curious smell that dogs and 
cats don’t like, and hardly any of them are 
ever caught either by hawks or owls. Heavy 
rainstorms and floods are about the only 
things that Blindie fears, because then the 
water may fill his tunnels and drown him.”’ 

‘¢ And, gentlemen,’’ concluded the Chief 
Woodsman, ‘‘ now that you have heard the 
whole of this interesting and instructive lec- 
ture, let’s take Blindie back home.’’ 

‘*But we want him for a pet,’’ objected 
all three. 

**Ves,’’ said the Woodsman, *‘but what 
does Blindie want? He ought to have 


something to say about this. Do you think 


it’s fair to take a little animal and shut him 
up in a cage just because you want to look 
at him? Good scouts don’t keep wild things 
shut up.’’ 

The next morning a procession might have 
been seen marching down Violet Hill. It 
was made up of Blindie, Trottie, Brownie, 
Henry, and Honey. When they reached 
the hunting-tunnel where Trottie had found 
Blindie each one smoothed his soft, plushy 
fur for the last time, and then Trottie set 
him gently down on the outside of one of 
the ridges. He never hesitated. With one 
plunge of his powerful paws he swam down 
through the pine-needles. There was a 
little squealing sound and Blindie was home 
again. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


fra 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


326. When did a wind bring a plague upon 
a nation? 

327. What man pulled out the hair of his 
hearers, and why? 


328. What prince gave his clothes to his best 





friend ? 
329. What masons wore swords when they 
worked, and why? 


330. Who was the first forester mentioned 
in the Bible? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


321. Michael (Dan. 12: 1; 10: 21). 

322. Moses (Exod. 6 : 20). 

323. Moses, when he called down the plague 
of boils on the Egyptians (Exod. 9: 
8-10). 

324. The return of Elijah was foretold by 
Malachi (Mal. 4: 5). 

325. When Zechariah received thirty pieces 
of silver (Zech. 11 : 32, 13). 
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A Christian Business Man 


who is a purchasing agent in what has been called the world’s greatest corpora- 


tion, recentl 
opinion of the Church. 


asked a number of his business associates to express ‘heir candid 


Some were Christians ; some were not. 
But the unanimous verdict of these men was one of almost unqualified 


criticism. 
Were they over-critical ? 


The purchasing agent gives his own view straight from the shoulder, and pro- 
poses a ¢en-fold program that will make church dividends what they ought to be. 

He has put it into an article for he Sunday School Times, to be published 
next week in another of those famous ‘ Supply and Equipment ”-numbers. 


Other not less significant articles on 


pay the right dividends,— 


ow church and Sunday-school can 


Publicity—A New Arm of the Church 


By Wi.iuiaMmM T. Evtis, LL.D., America’s acknowledged leader in church 


- publicity. 


How the Every-Member Canvass Gets Results 


will tell the story of the remarkable progress of this personal method of 


financing the church. 


A Famous Sunday-School’s Marking System 


and the surprising success it won is told by the school’s superintendent. 


Business Office Methods in Running the Church 


and how to put them to work is told by the general secretary of a large city 


YY. M. CA. 





Have you business friends, or church friends, or Sunday-school friends 


who ought to see this number? 


Sit down now, write out their names 


and addresses, and send them to The Sunday School Times with the 
request that a copy of the October g issue be mailed tothem. You 
may also secure for the asking as many copies of this issue as you 
wish, to distribute as specimens to the teachers and officers of your school. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





God in Israel’s History 
(Continued from page 567) 


The rising power of Assyria under the Shal- 
manesers II and IV came up to counter the 
move of Egypt and check the complete sub- 
jugation of Palestine. Yet when Sargon the 
Great in 718 overwhelmed Samaria and made 
an end forever of the Northern kingdom, he 
stopped short and left the kingdom of Judah 
safe and quiet in her mountain fastness, 
Why? Probably he dared not go much 
farther toward Egypt. His victory over Phar- 
aoh Shebaka did not make him presumptuous. 

Sennacherib, in the day of complete con- 
quest in the north and of haughty daring 
toward the south, came near to jeer at 
Hezekiah, and dared to carry his conquest 
of the land to the farthest goal at the border 
of Egypt itself, but the black man of Ethi- 
opia, Tirhaqa, was prepared of God to 
come out to meet the Assyrian,—piepared 
of God, I say, for, when Sennacherib took 
pause and rested his army near Pelusium, 
the hand of God was so plainly seen in the 
smiting of 185,000 of his host that even the 
heathen so recorded it. 

But when Josiah, ceasing to trust in God’s 
providence concerning Judah and beginning 
to lean upon military power, as did the na- 
tions round about, turned aside to pick a 
quarrel with Pharaoh Necho, the chastising 
hand of God was lifted and fell blow upon 
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blow until the sovereignty of the nation was 
humbled to the dust by the Egyptian, and 
then’ came Neluch:dnezzar and crushed 
Egypt forever at Carchemish, annihilated 
the kingdom of Judah, and razed Jerusalem 
to the ground. And thus the sovereignty of 
the land passed away from the land itself. 

One strange providence, of which we know 
but little, must yet be noticed before we have 
the complete picture of God’s doings in the 
history of Israel. During the whole course 
of history which we have considered, from 
the time the Palestinian provinces of Egypt 
fell away from that empire down at least un- 
til the rising Assyrian power advanced toward 
Samaria, the Llittites sat at the-corner, that 
northwest corner between Egypt and Assy- 
ria, In the greatness of their strength they 
sat there in quietness while Israel grew great 
and extended her empire to the north. 
Seemingly they could have pounced upon 
her for her destruction at any time. But 
they did not do it. Why were they content 
to sit at the corner ? 

Again, when Egypt from the south and 
Assyria from the east began to encroach 
upon the sovereignty of Palestine, it seems 
as though, at many junctures in the history, 
now one and now the other, and sometimes 
either one or the other, might have put an 
end once and forever to Israelite sovereignty 
in the Promised Land, but did not. Why ? 
Was it because the Hittites sat at the corner ? 

Still again, as these contestants from the 
east and from the south rushed forward and 
back again and again, it would seem that, at 
almost any time, the Hittite power might 
have interfered and have effectually blocked 
the way. It would seem to have been to 
her interest so to do ; yet still she sat at the 
corner, and God’s purpose was ‘fulfilled. 

Many profess to believe in the special 
providence of God in Israel’s history who 
yet believe in it in a very vague way. But if 
God was specially in that history his pres- 
ence, when that history is well known, ought 
to be discoverable. We have seen that a 
place was made by God’s providence in the 
affairs of that part of the world into which 
the history of Israel, in accord with the 
promises, exactly fits. The reverent student 
of history who tries to unravel the tangled 
skein of cause and effect will sooner or later 
awake from a vision, like Jacob at Bethel, to 
exclaim, ‘*‘ Surely the Lord was in this place 
and I knew it not.’’ 


PHILADELPHIA, 


OCTOBER 2, 1915 





[A Monthly Bureau of Information 





Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


NEW YorRK.—In The Sunday School Times 
of August 71 found your article on page 464 
and was greatly interested. Please tell me the 
book used in the teacher-training course which 
resulted in such ways as you mention under 
your items “In a Crittenden Home,” and 
* Teacher-Training Heroism."’ 

HE happy results named in the article 
were due only in part to the text-book, 
A very large factor in both instances 

was the teacher of the training class, 

The book used by these classes is ‘* Prepa- 
ration for ‘Teaching,’’? by Charles A. Oliver 
(Westminster Press, paper 25 cents, cloth 
40 cents), There are other excellent First 
Standard teacher-training text-books that will 
bring like results under capable and conse- 
crated leaders, A list of approved text- 
books was given in this department of The 
Sunday School Times of May 1. 





WASHINGTON.—I noticed an article of yours 
in ‘Che Sunday School ‘limes on teacher-train- 
ing classes, and se have ventured to ask for a 
litle information. I live some distance from 
Spokane and belong to a little country Sun- 
day-school numbering about sixty. Some 
of the voung ladies have asked me to conduct 
a training class. I am not familiar with this 
kind of work, but there is no one else to do it. 
Now can you give me the names of any books 
that would help me to conduct such a class or 
give me an outline of such work ? 

HE officers of the Sunday-school board 
of your denomination or the State 
Sunday-school Association will be glad 

to send you leaflets containing the informa- 
tion you need. 

I would secure the names of those who 
will agree to enter the class and do the re- 
quired work, 

Hold a preliminary meeting to look over 
the different courses of study and to plan 
the work of the class. Most of the approved 
teacher-training text-books offer suggestions 
for the conduct of a training class. 

Determine from the start to do thorough 
work, See to it that the students study the 
lessons difring the week, and secure their 
active participation in the discussion of the 
lesson in class. Hold before them the pur- 
pose to take official examinations, and plan 
to receive certificates of recognition at the 
end of the course of study. 





CANADA.—I was greatly impressed by your 
article on ‘‘ How ‘leacher-Training Really Gets 
Hold,”’ in ‘The Sunday School ‘Times of August 

As I am inclined to believe that the sug- 

gestions therein contained would help to solve 
our problems in this province, I write to ask 
you for particulars regarding the teacher-train- 
ing plans of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath 
School Association. 

HE general plans in Pennsylvania are 
probably not very different from those 
followed elsewhere. The vital things 

in the plan are as follows: 

We lay constant emphasis on the supreme 
importance of providing a trained and con- 
secrated teaching force for every Sunday- 
school in the state. 

‘To this end simple, comprehensive, and 
inexpensive courses of study are outlined to 
meet the need of every condition of Sunday- 
school life. Leaflets are sent out with full 
instructions for conducting classes for present 
teachers to meet at some other than the Sun- 
day-school hour, and for prospective teach- 
ers to meet at the regular session of the 
school. 

All classes are advised to begin with one 
of the First Stendard courses of study. These 
text-books are outlines upon which the skilled 
teacher may enlarge as may seem best. They 
aiso contain lessons of great value. Some 
classes cannot do more than master the ma- 
terial in the text-book, and receive great 
benefit. Many students are encouraged to 
go on from the first course to more advanced 
studies. After the first course has been 
taken, students are encouraged to take spe- 
cialization courses. 

The entire field force of the state associa- 





tion, as well as the county and district offi- 








—<— 


cers, have part in the organizing and maip. 
taining of training classes, There is a direc 
and sympathetic touch with the classes that 
counts large in the success of the work. 

Everything is done to stimulate the classeg’ 
to do work that will stand the test of exam 
nation, No school is credited with a quali. 
fied teacher-training class unless official ex. 
aminations are taken, and special recognitiog 
is given the schools that have scholars ty 
complete the courses of study. 


“ 


For Those Doing Graded Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


DELAWARE.—Can you tell me where to fing 

a simple pamphlet on the care of children yp. 
three? Have seen one and want it to pre 
pare for a Cradle Roll Mothers’ meeting ?~ 
RITE to the Children’s Bureau, United 
States Department of Labor in Wash. 
ington, D.C., for ** Infant Care,”’ by 

Mrs. Max West. 

The Metropolitan Life Insurance Com. 
pany, New Yorn, have one called ‘The 
Child,” by Israels, which in a scientific 
though simple way gives hints which will be 
of great value for this purpose. 





ALABAMA.—At present the children under 
six years of age are in the Primary department, 
though we teach the Beginners’ lessons. We 
are thinking of forming them into a Beginners 
group and meet in a separate room, even 
though the conditions are far from ideal. Some 
of our teachers fear that these young children 
will not learn the verses and songs as readily 
as they do now, and we will miss them in the 
general exercises. How should we start this 
Beginners’ department so that the children will 
be ready for promotion into the Primary de- 
partment ?—J. C, 

T FIRST you will find quite a differeice 
in your Beginners’ group, for while 
you have thought that the Beginners 

were joining in the general exercises with the 
Primary, in all probability they have beea 
carried along with the older children, and 
now when you separate them you will. find 
that theydo not know the songs well enough 
to carry them through alone. The same 
will be true with any responsive or formal 
services which you have had. 

On the other hand, it will not be long be- 
fore you find that these small children will 
respond in their own way, and get far more 
out of their own little opening service. The 
whole aim of this Beginners’ department 
should be to give the small children what 
they need, and if you do that, carrying them 
through the Beginners’ course and following 
the suggestions in the text-books, you will 
find within another year that the older chil- 
dren are prepared to enter the Primary de 
partment. 

The memorizing of Bible verses and so 
should not be forced on these small ¢) 
dren, ‘They learn the Bible verses, the words 
of songs, and the music gradually add 
unconsciously as the thought of the verse and 
songs is developed and as they hear the songs 
sung. The Primary children grasp ideas 
more quickly than these little people, and 
because their understanding of words is bet- 
ter and their thinking is done less laboriously, 
we can afford to give them more to, think 
about. For this reason all the Primary chil- 
dren can do much more with their Primary 
exercises, and it will not be long before you 
find a great contrast between the two depatt- 
ments where in the past you have kept them 
as one. Your Beginners’ teacher must not 
be discouraged if for several weeks the chil- 
dren respond slowly. aug 

Give them the very simplest songs to sing, 
such as the old familiar verse : , 


‘* Praise him, praise him, all ye little children, 

God is love, God is love. ¢ 

Praise him, praise him, all ye little children 
God is love, God is love." 


Other songs equally simple are: 


Greeting Song, ‘* Good morning to you,” 
etc. ‘ 

Morning Hymn,‘ Father, we thank thee,” 
ete. 

Jesus Loves Me, **Jesus loves me, this I 
know,’’ ete. 
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for the Sunday - School Worker } 





— 


By such a method the small children gain 
courage, and as soon as they can carry a 
tune repeat the words and put the two to- 
gether; you will find a new interest, as they 
will not only take pride in their accomplish- 
ment, but will learn the next song more 
asily. 
easily “ 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home Department Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


Kindly give a suggestive program for a Home 
Department social, 
1, Words of greeting, by Home Department 

superintendent. 

2, Prayer. 
3. Hymn (a familiar one in which all can join). 
4. Recitation, or reading. 
5. Special music, instrumental or vocal. 
6. Brief address, by Pastor or invited guest, 
. Music. 
f Refreshments and social hour. 





What supplies are needed in taking care ofa 
Home Department? 


HOME DEPARTMENT quarterly, and 

a record envelope for each member 

each quarter; a superintendent’s rec- 

ord book; a visitor’s record and quarterly 
report blanks for each visitor. 

Other desirable supplies, the use of which 
is increasing, are: a leaflet describing the de- 
partment, the duties of members, etc. (use- 
ful in securing new members); a certificate 
of membership to be given to each new mem- 
ber upon enrolment; birthday cards; an 
emblem (pin or button) for each member; a 
Home Department roll containing the names 
of members, to be hung up in the Sunday- 
school room; a blank for the Ilome Depart- 
ment superintendent’s quarterly report to the 
school. Some departments use a pledge card 
to secure the member’s, pledge to study the 
lessons for not less than a half hour each week, 





State explicitly what is involved in Family 
Worship, in order that our visitors may be able 
to explain to members what thev will need to 
do to qualify as Grade A members. 


si RADE A includes (1) those who study 

the Sunday-schoo] lesson at least 

half an hour each week, and, so far 
as practicable, have daily worship, including 
the reading of God’s Word and Prayer, with 
the members of their families; and (2) those 
who not being heads of families, have similar 
exercises privately.’”’—ZJnéernational Adult 
Division Leaflet No. 5. 

It is not obligatory that the Scripture selec- 
tions used be connected with the Sunday- 
school lessons, nor is it essential that the head 
ofa family, although a member of Grade A, 
always conduct the devotions; other mem- 
bers of the family may share in the privilege. 
Those who hesitate to lead in extempore 
prayer may use the Lord’s Prayer, or one of 
the books of prayer which can be had from 
publishing houses. The Sunday School 
Times’ ‘* For Family Worship” column, with 
Suggestions for each day, is suggestive, valu- 
able, and widely used. 

The time for the observance of family wor- 
ship isoptional. Immediately before or after 
breakfast is the best time for many families, 
Others prefer the hour of the evening meal. 
Some use the occasion of grace at table. 
Some families have worship at the table, 
others prefer another room. 

Much variety is possible. A brief passage 
from the Bible may be read, followed by 
Prayer. ‘The prayer may be one of gratitude 
for food and raiment, or bear on some spe- 
tial blessing or need. A Psalm may be re- 
peated in concert, followed by the Lord’s 
Prayer. A memory verse may be repeated 
by each one, followed by prayer. ‘The Sun- 
day-school lessons and the daily Home Read- 
ings are used extensively. Some families 
have a song in addition to Bible reading and 
prayer, 

Home Department superintendents and 


Visitors should do their utmost to increase the | 


Dumber of Grade A members. They will 
thus make a valuable contribution toward the 
advancement of home life. 


Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


What is your idea of the teacher who uses 
the lecture method all the time? How may 
the class steer the teacher into a different 
method? 


T IS difficult to lay down a hard and fast 
rule for all teachers. As most churches 
have two preaching services each Sun- 

day it seems to be unwise to turn the Bible 
class into a similar service. Usually the 
teacher who is in the habit of using the lec- 
ture method exclusively would find it whole- 
some if he broke away from it. Doubtless 
many teachers lecture not because they pre- 
fer it, but because the class will not partici- 
pate. It might be well, therefore, for the 
devotional committee to secure home study 
of the lesson and encourage each one to 
come prepared to ask questions and ready to 
take part when the opportunity is offered. 





I am a teacher of a class of young men who 
are students, many of whom are not professing 





Christians. What can be done to win them 
for Christ ? 


sia HOU hast known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make thee wise 

unto salvation.’”?’ Fiom the day 
these words were spoken until now nothing 
takes the place of the inspired Word of God 
in the work of soul-winning. College stu- 
dents hear much about the Scriptures, but 
often they are quite ignorant of their actual 
teachings. 

2. Make plain to them the plan of salva- 
tion as revealed in the Word of God. Do 
not be deceived into thinking they are saved 
because they have a measure of culture. 

3. Be uniformly courteous to them when 
they express any doubts, and become their 
friend by helping them through ‘any such 
mental difficulties. Oftentimes their doubts 
arise from having to change some opinions 
held erroneously through some wrong inter- 
pretation of truth received from erroneous 
teaching in the early life. 

4. Make the service appeal strong. Show 
of the world depends upon the capable, virile 
leadership of the college trained men and 
women. 


‘TEXAS.—An adult class, composed of young 
married men and women, the only mixed 
adult class in our school, have asked permis- 
sion to assemble in their class-room for the 
opening exercises instead of uniting with the 
other departments during that period. ‘hey 
state that the thirty minutes lesson period is 
not sufficient time to enable them to transact 
what business they may have and conduct the 
lesson study. 

I am in doubt as to what answer to give 
them. I am strongly opposed to transacting 
any business on Sundays except what is abso- 
lutely necessary, but do not want to hinder the 
class in any way. I endeavor to make the 
opening and closing exercises devotional, re- 
ligious, and interesting; and would like all 
classes to join in the several features of those 
portions of the Sunday-school service. 

Will you kindly give me your opinion in the 
matter of transacting business during the Sun- 
day-school hour, the amount of time you think 
adult classes should be allowed for lesson study, 
and whether or not they should unite with the 
remainder of the school for the opening and 
closing exercises, 


O FAR as possible, the business of an 
Organized Adult Bible Class should be 
conducted at the monthly business 

meeting. There are some items of business, 
however, that must be attended to each 
Sunday, such as marking attendance, receiv- 
ing the offering, announcements. Then 
there are other important matters needing 
attention each Sunday, which are not part of 
the lesson and neither are they business, 
such as the introduction of new members, 
reports of the sick, welcome to visitors.’ It 
is therefore usually imperative that an adult 
class have forty fuli minutes alone, ten min- 
utes for the above and kindred items, and 
thirty minutes for Bible study. If you do 
not plan to give it to them the class will 
suffer, The restlessness you see is not an 
evidence of disloyalty to you or the Sunday- 











school, but rather a proof of life and interest. 
By all means use it, don’t lose it. 

Where the conditions are favorable the 
adult classes can and should meet together 
for the opening or closing services, or both. 
Unity of purpose or work does not depend 
upon a meeting together at both the opening 
and closing services. In small schools the 
adult class or classes generally meet with the 
entire school, Usually, however, this does 
not or should not include the children of the 
elementary grades, 





Ask Marion Lawrance 





We have a country Sunday-school with an 
enrolment of one hundred. We find there are 
quite a number who do not study their lesson. 
Could you give a few suggestions as to how we 
may induce them to do so ?—W. H. 

T requires the skill of an enthusiastic 
teacher, and not a little tact. It is ex- 
ceedingly chilling to scholars to be told 

that they did not have a good lesson, and 
that they should study their lessons better. 
It is a far better way to be more specific, and 
let the scholars know exactly what you want 
in the way of lesson preparation. For ex- 
ample, ask them to draw an outline map, if 
geography enters into the lesson at all, and 
present it to you next Sunday, or provide 
them with paper and pencil and draw the 
map with them, Never draw a map, how- 
ever, without using it. ‘This brings out facts 
connected with the lesson that will create 
interest and induce study. Suppose you say 
to your scholars that on the following Sun- 
day you are going to ask them to trace on 
the map the route that was traveled by those 
about whom you are studying. You will find 
that this will create interest, Anything that 
will keep the scholars doing something and 
looking at something will hold their interest, 
asarule. Ifthe line of travel takes them 
through a village or town, let it be known 
that you will ask for some facis about that 
town, and then see that they know where to 
find these facts. ; 

The best way to secure study is to guide 
them in their study and not be abstract in 
your requests. Usually, if the teacher is an 
enthusiastic student, there is little difficulty 
in securing lesson study, 





Our Sunday-school has decided to raise one 
thousand dollars in six months, and | write 


Aaa | to ask you if you can give any suggestions re= 
to them clearly that the Christian conquest | ; . f via 


garding general and individual class plans to 
raise same. We have for two weeks collected 
feet of pennies, but the success has not been 
remarkable. Our school has an attendance of 
350, with about twenty-five teachers and regular 


| officers. 


IETHER or not your Sunday-school 
should undertake the raising of one 
thousand dollars in a given length of 

time depends very largely upon the object 
for which the money is to be raised, the size 
of your school, and the field in which you 
have to operate. If the church is raising at 
the same time a larger sum, and the school 
is just asked to raise this thousand dollars as 
a side issue, it will be all the more difficult, 
because the church will have largely covered 
the ground. 

Suppose you canvass your Sunday-school 
for two captains, one for each side, and 
engage in a friendly contest. In dividing 
the school, let the captains choose their own 
sides, giving to each captain the names of 
all.the members of the school who could 
enter into the raising of the fund. It would 
be a very interesting thing to bring the school 
all together on some week-day night and let 
the captains choose, one captain choosing 
one person and the other captain choosing 
the next, and so on until all have been 
chosen. If scholars of all ages are to enter 
into the contest, then I would let the cap- 
tains be grown persons, but have a lieutenant 
in each of the divisions, These can be young 
people until you come to the Primary depart- 
ment, perhaps. Then I would decide upon 
a method, or you can combine several meth- 
ods. The little children may have barrels 
or banks or disks which are now prepared for 
holding coins, There are many devices for 
this purpose. 

In order to maintain the interest, it might 
be well to have a large imitation thermome- 
ter with figures indicating the money. Have 
this displayed in front of the church, or in 
the church, and let.it show each week what 
each side has raised. Instead of a ther- 





mometer you might have imitation ladders 
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Christmas 
Services 


The Rodeheaver Kind 


Christmas services that are bright and 
snappy—that you will enjoy preparing 
and which your audience will enjoy hear- 
ing. ‘Three new ones, and among them 
is just the one for your school. 


Peace on Earth 
The Heavenly King 
The Star of Light 


POPULAR PRICES: 
5c per copy, 55c per dozen, $4.35 per 100, 
prepaid ; $4.00 per 100, not prepaid. 
Send for FREE sample copies 


If your Sunday School is not using our 
great new song book, 


“Songs for Service” 


send at once for a copy for free 15-day 
examination, A wonderfully fine book 
in every respect. Printed in both round 
and shaped notes. 


THE RODEHEAVER CO. 
1077 Monon Building, - - - Chicago 
627 Lippincott Building, ~ Philadelpiie 











POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W. R. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling ; 
ample garage; fine stone roads. J,W. Hurley, Mgr. 














| with two boys climbing them, or two girls. 
These boys and girls would, of course, be 
pictures perhaps a foot long. Or the device 
may be in the shape of a clock, such as the 
Y. M.C, A. uses somuch, Whatever devices 
are used, constant information should be 
kept before the school, so that they will all 
know all the time just what is going on. 





INDIANA.—As part of my duties here, as Di- 
rector of Education, | am expected to put the 
Sunday-school records into proper shape. I am 
not perfectly satisfied that I have yet worked 
out a system that is properly based on sound 
and broad principles. Further, | am disap- 
pointed at the lack of up-to-date and really 
usable material to be found on this subject. I 
have the little booklet ‘‘ Sunday School Records, 
Reports and Recognitions, 

Can you refer me to some other really good 
source of modern, practical helps along this 
line ?—R. P. 

HY not send to some of the best Sun- 
day-schoo] supply houses for their 
latest system of records, After ex- 

amining them, if you do not find what you 
want, make up one of yourown. There is 
larger diversity of opinion probably as to what 
constitutes proper records for a Sunday- 
school than on almost any other subject. 

‘there are two kinds of records—one for 
present use and one for permanent use. If 
you are following the record of an individual 
scholar for a given year with a view to recog- 
nizing that scholar’s efficiency at the end of 
the year, you will want to know every at- 
tendance and absence for each Sunday. This 
can be kept on a class card and the card 
thrown away at the end of the year as of no 
practical value, for such records have no 
value whatever ten years hence. However, 
you do want to know ten years hence whether 
that scholar was in the school at the begin- 
ning of this year and at the end, whether or 
not he united with the Church or-was pro- 
moted to be a teacher or officer, or possibly 
went away to college and became a preacher, 
etc. Such things as these have permanent 
value, 

[The famous Moody Sunday - school of 
Chicago worked out an original system of 
records that has won remarkable results. 
The superintendent of the Moody school has 
written an article describing this system and 
how to work it. The article will be pub- 
lished in next week’s issue of The Sunday 
School Times, which will be a special Church 
and Sunday School Supply and Equipment 
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he and his Father are one, or if we cannot | 
agree as yet as to what that unity means, let 
let us at least go as far as we can in our 
united effort and service. 


If our hearts are one we may be sure that 
our hands will find common work to be done. 


The many members may be many but they 
are not members unless they work together, 
Members must be members of sometiiing, 
That thing is more important than the mem. 
bers, 
y 


pod PS | e 
Te 1 


The Young People’s 
Prayer- Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





For Headache 


—that throbbing persistent kind 
—brought on by nervous strain, 
brain fag, overwork, or worry 
is caused by lack of phosphates. 
Supply these vital elements, and 
relieve the head torment by using 


| HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


; (Non-Alcoholic) 
Keep a bottle in your home | 





————— 








Sunday, October 17, roi5 
The Responsibility of Our Society for 
the Christian Endeavor Unions— 
Local, State, and National. 
(Psa. 133 : 1-3). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MOn.—For united effort (Rom. 12 : 3-8). 
‘LUEs.~ For initiating work (Acts 13 : 1-3), 
WeEbD.— For developing plans (Exod. 25 : 
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The Secret of Fas 
Typewriting 


New Method has enabled thousands to 
write 80 to 100 words a minute without 
mistakes. It’s all in the FINGERS. 


Doubles and Trebles Salaries 






1-9). 
THURS. — For fellowship (2 Cor. 6 : 14-18). 
FRIt.— For finances (Phil. 4 : 10-20). 
Sat.—For rallies (Deut. 16 : 16,17). 














What is our relation to the various unions ? 

In what way can we help the unions? 

Trace the similarity between Christian En- 
deavor unions and our country organization: 
town, county, state, nation ? 


Hig principle involved in the topic for this 
meeting is the principle of the right 

relation of parts to the whole. ‘The 
strength of the whole is the strength of the 
parts. If each part does its full measure 
then the whole has a power of its own greater 
than the sum of the powers of all the parts. 
In every living body this is true. The life 


The American 
Standard 
Bible 


Edited by the 
American Revision Committee 


Is the saime old Bible, but 
makes clear the words 





not flexible or nimble enough. This new, easy method 
overcomes this at once—develops finger strength and 
flexibility by exercises away from the machine—trains 
the fingers lefeoein nd for their work on the machine=— 
and the results border on the miraculous. 


Valuable Book Free 


We have prepared a book which tells all about the 





that have changed their 
meaning during the last 
three hundred years, and 
corrects the mistakes in trans- 
lating from the original manu- 
scripts. ‘+ The best translation 
of the Scriptures in Christen- 
dom.” - 





of the whole is more than the combined life 
of the parts, provided each part contributes 
its full share. But if any part does not con- 
tribute its full share, then the life and strength 
of the whole is less even than the sum of the 
contributions of the faithful parts. For the 
infidelity or delinquency of one part not only 
subtracts the contribution of that one part 
but destroys the organic unity of the whole 
and weakens and depreciates the cooper- 
ation and combination of the rest. It were 





| words a minute are writing 


| effort and with infinitely 


Now, for the first time, has an idea been discovered 
which puts speed—great speed and accuracy—within 
the reach of every typewriter user. Almost overnight it 
has revolutionized the whole 


wonderful gymnastic finger exercises and explains the 
course in complete detail, which is free to those inter 
ested. It is a big 48-page book, brimful of eye-open- 
ing ideas and valuable information. It explains how 
this unique new method 





typewriting situation. 
Stenographers who former- 
ly never exceeded 30 to 40 


80 to 100 words with less 


greater accuracy than ever 
»efore. And their salaries 
have jumped from a meagre 
$8 to $r5 per week to $30, 


Eight words tell 


the 
but lack of speed and 


Why Aren’t Stenographers 
Better Paid? 


Why are most stenographers getting only $8 to $15 a 
week—while others get $25, $30, $40 -4 . 

story. It's nothing in the world 
keeping salaries down—that is robbing most stenogra- 


will quickly make: your 
fingers strong and dex. 
trous, bring them under 
perfect control, make them 
extremely rapid in their 
movements — how in a few 
short weeks you can trans- 
form your typewriting and 
make it easy, accurate and 
amazingly speedy —all this 


,, and even $50? 


t is 





























$40, and even $50. 


Amazingly Easy 
for Anyone 


No matter how low your 
present speed, no matter 
ow labored your efforts, no 
matter how weak or clumsy 


phers of the pay they ought to get. 


Think a minute. What is a stenographer paid for? 
Isn't it for your finished produet—for the quantity and 
quality of letters or other typewritten matter you can 
turn out ina ? 

No matter heer grad sua ant of chesthand, you can 
never expect much increase in pay until you get speed— 
real speed—and y on the typewriter. <¢ 

Here are a few examples of how the New Way in T. ith 
already resulted in increased pa: Lottere’ trom thees pre. tore 


and much more’ is told in 
detail. No instruction book 
ever written, no matter what 
its cost, ever told so plainly 
the real WHY and HOW of 
expert typewriting. 

f — are ambitious to 
get ahead—if you want 
to make your work 
easier—if you want 


better that there was no such faithless part 
at all and that the whole body should be free 
to try to organize a new life-without it. 
“ 
Each local church, for example, is a mem- 
ber of a larger fellowship. Even in the de- 


Prices from 35 cents up—for sale by leading 
Booksellers—send for Booklet ‘The Won- 
derful Story” and Price List to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for over 50 Years 




































381=—A Fourth Ave., - - -* New York i ; ; ; your fingers now Seem t . 
nomination of congregational polity where ‘em tabtis hawt Dele or snd frm sore of cars wil be and inthe fro bok. wae —uwaraeu 
= each congregation is independent, never- | how much experience you ar 
e I pee - eres - f ‘ have had, no mattey what Raise First Year Raise First Year thi Beck get 
‘THE theless each one bears the name of all and | bivc. Courses you have | J-H. Krull - - $836 Richard Clarke - $900 | this book a 
is called upon to .sustain the work of the | taken, this new method will | 9-5 Hunter - | 780 Sg 3.500 will bea 
PENN ¥ whole body. The name of all is honored or ares ae yep Se Se Marie Parker : 240 ¢.0. Dorsey - - '300 e Gentlemen: 
shamed by the conduct of each and the work | of stenographers—and minis- E. itedemen 730 4H. i 2 a0 paz me yaae hea 








SERMON” 
From the People’s Pulpit 


Subjects such as 
“Why this Jesus?” 
“* The Mother of Eternal Life’ 
** Water from a Rock” 
“absent from the Body ” 
Other vital themes cover 
every sort of experience. 


Siliehieinhaiediaiienenaieietti cane 
$1.00 will bring you acopy Rev. James B. Ely. D.D. 
of each of the sermons for Minister for 13 years to a non- 
one year as published, and sectarian congregation on Lem- 
secure the free distribution on Hill, Fairmount Park, Phi- 
ladelphia: for 6 years superin: 


ters, lawyers, reperters and 
writers as well—have already 
proven. A few short weeks of spare time study is all 
that is required, and-the work is simply fascinating. 


Trained Fingers—The New Way 


European music teachers, when training their pupils for 
the piano, invariably give special gymnastic finger ex- 
ercises. This is because untrained fingers are not skill- 
ful fingers. ‘The best results cannot be obtained—the 
fingers simply cannot be used correctly—unless the stu- 
dent develops and strengthens the proper finger muscles. 

This training is even more essential to expert type- 
writing. ‘The reason that so few people can write more 
than 30 to 40 words a minute is because their fingers are 


of the whole can be done only as each sép- 
arate part does its duty, makes its gift and 
contributes its life and prayer. 

There have been churches which have 
tried to live to themselves, caring for their 
own needs and giving nothing to outside in- 
terests. Always they have suffered for their 
self centeredness. When later they were 
strong and prosperous and the call for un- | 
selfish effort came to them they were incap- 
able of responding to jit. ‘They had hard- | 
ened into the shell of their own smallness. | 
Societies of every kind need to beware of 





about the New Way 
in ‘T'ypewriting. This 
incurs no obligation om 
my part. 


tion to you as to the 
Speedand salary that 
are possible to typ- 
ists. Tear off the 
COUPON Now, 
before you 
turn the 


page. 








Cbempatiot. « o.-¢ 6.o 6 018,00 +» ese 
Mail to THE TULLOSS SCHOOL 
6590 College Hill Springfield, Ohio 











of 50 other copies to needy Mgnt nilndelphia Preebvd POSTERS, 33 kinds in two colors, Pledge Cards, 
souls in hospitals, jails, (erian ‘Tent work: originator of | this peril. Sunday-schools ought to join EM PERANC Programs, Libraries, Lantern Slides, and information 
almshouses, etc. ill You the General Assembly's Evau- of all kinds, as well as speakers, furnished by the 


heartily in the work of district associations, 

and young people’s societies, for what they 

can give and for what they can get, ought to 

take their part in unions and their activities, 
% 

At the same time societies and unions 
alike exist not for themselves but for the | 
churches, and something is wrong when, as 
has happened, local societies are called upon 
to give more for the support of local and 
state unions than they give to the missionary 
work of their churches. Unions exist to 


help? Address meat 526 Hale 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa, 


gelistic Committee; organizer of 
the New York Evangelistic Com. 


Presbyterian Board of Temperance, First National Bank Building, - - 


GORDON 


A Bible Institute of College Grade 


SHAW 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 





























ees a ee rt SR 
Departments of Theology, Missions, Methods. Broad 
curriculum. Faculty of distinguished leaders and rec- 
ognized specialists. Interdenominational, evangelical. 
For college and non-college men and women. Address 
for catalog and correspondence, Dean Nathan R. 
Wood, Gordon Bible Institute, Boston, Mass. j 
HARTFORD training tor the ministry. Large 

faculty and library. 


Entertainments 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


**The House that Helps’’ carries a splendid 
line of Church Entertainments, Drills, Songs 
Christmas, Thankegiving. Children’s Day an 
Kaster Material. Our Help-U Catalog sent free. 
Eldridge Entertainment House, Franklin, O. 











Scientific methods with practical 
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always GP 
ON THE BEACH 


ATLANTIC CITY 


THE LEEOS COMPANY L 
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WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 





gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept.T,Chicage 








promote the efficiency of the societies as 
agencies of the church and it is turning things 
upside down for the unions to absorb more 
than they lead the societies to give to mis- 
sions through their own churches, 

% 

Unions are the embodiment of union. 
Our responsibility for them is responsibility 
for the spirit of unity. They are valuable 
because they express this spirit and also be- 
cause they foster it. They provide ac- 
quaintances and reveal common aims and 
purposes. They show us how much we 
have in sympathy with one another and how 
much more we can accomplish unitedly, 
They give us new ideas and plans and show 
us that things can be done from which we 
had flinched. 


If we cannot allow our Lord fully to ac- 
complish his wish that we may be one as 





~< FURNITURE CO. 


SUCCESSORS TO 
A. B. & E.L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 


Church Chairs, 
| Pulpits, 

id Communion Tables, 

Lecterns, Fonts, 


Etc. 


50 SECOND STREET 
EAST CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 






CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 











-CHURCH FURNITURE <3 


Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, Altars, Book 
Racks, Tables, Desks—EVERY THING. 
The finest furniture made. Direct from our 
factory to yourchurch. Catalog free. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. Dept. GO. Greenville, tll, 

















Graduate fellowships, both foreign 

and resident. Open to college SEMINARY 
raduates of all churches. Pad 
ssociated with Hartford School of Religious 

Pedagogy, training Sunday School and other lay 

workers. Kennedy School of Missions, fitting for 

foreign service. Address M. W. JACOBUS, Dean 

of Seminary, Hartford, Connecticut. 


FACTORY TO YOU . 
FOR COLLEGE, SCHOOL OR SOCIETY 
Catalog with attractive prices mailed § 
free upon request. Special offer, either style of pins here 
illustrated with any three letters and figures, one or two 4 
colors of enamel, STERLING SILVER. 30c each; $3.00 
dozen. SILVER PLATE, 15e each; $1.50 dozen. 


BASTIAN BROS. CO., 844 BASTIAN BLOG., ROCHESTER, N.Y 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 











